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G E N. CA p. I. 


HE Revelation by Moſes of the 
Creation and Formation of Matter 
8 is very ſhort; was not intended to 
relate any Thing or Circumſtance 
to us, but what we could not per- 
ceive without it; and yet has not omitted any 
Thing we could not otherwiſe know. The 
Knowledge imparted in this Hiſtory of the Cre- 
ation and of the Flood is offer'd in general to all 
Men, without regard to this or that Family, or 
Tribe; this or that Time, or Period, or Church; 
not only to thoſe who think themſelves learned 
B and 


[2] 

and wiſe, but to thoſe they term vulgar z to eve- 
ry Man who has been ſince, or will be: and the 
Fountain of all their real Knowledge of what 
they call Nature is contain'd there. And I have 
' always thought, that a Man, inſpired by him 
Who created and form'd all things, ** write 
or give a Deſcription of thoſe things with as 

much Certainty, Propriety, and Elegancy, and 
"that his Writings deſerv'd as well to be conſi- 
der'd, as the Works of an Author, or Dreſſer 
up of a few idle imaginary Stories. 70h. Cun- 
radi Dieterici Antiq. Bibl. in Geneſ. p. 37. adeo 
ut cum Joh. Nierenbergio de Orig. Script. S. L. 2. 
C. 7. p. 39. Merito dici queat z in uno duntaxat 
capite, primo Geneſeos, puto plus docuiſſe Moyſem 
quam ceteros omnes Philoſophos & nature inter- 
pretes. Synopſ. Crit. Tom. 1. p. 97. Oleaſter. 
Taxandi ſunt, qui potius volunt Sacram Scripturam 
Philoſophie regulis ſubdere, quam, ut magis decet, 
Philoſophiam, tanquam ancillam, illi deſervire. 


Ver. I. In the Beginning God created 
the Heavens and the Earth. 


The firſt Act of God which this Hiſtory treats 
of was, that he produc'd from nothing the Cor- 
puſcles or Matter contain'd in the Airs, and in 
the Earth. Crit. Sacri Tom. 1. p.y. Fagius R. D. K. 
in Libro Radicum. Omnis inter pretatio creationts 
ft innovatio rei, & egreſſio ejus a non eſſe ad efſe. 

Crit, 


* a 0. oP 


. 


5 
- 


. 


Crit. Sacri Tom. 1. p. 7. R. Nachmani, Ordinem 
conditionis fic tenet; nempe celum & terram, qua- 
rum appellatione veniunt & quatuor elementa, pri- 
mum omnium ex mero & puro nihilo facta fuiſſe, 
eaque primum tenuiſſima quædam materia impalpa- 
bilis, quam Græci dm, Hebrei n nominant, 
Max. Bibl. vet. Patr. Vol. 25. p. 57. Nicetæ 
Theſaur. Orth. Lib. 1. de Græcis & Judæis 3 
At externorum Philoſophorum nonnulli prin- 
cipia rerum materiam & formam dixerunt. Pri- 
mamque adeo materiam que ſub ſenſum quidem mi- 
nime cadat, ſed ſola cogitatione comprehendatur, 
forme ſubſtantieque prorſus expers. Here is a Mix- 
ture of Jewiſh and Greek, tho' neither Subſtance 
nor Form of an Atom comes under Senſe : There 
may in its proper Place appear as much Wildom 
in the Forms and Sizes of theſe Atoms, which 
have been call'd a Chaos, and ſuppos'd to imply 
Confuſion, as in the viſible Forms. Martin Borbaz, 
in Lib. de Origine Mundi; 1d eſt, individua cor- 
pora, primordia Mundi ſtatuerunt. Max. Bibl. 
ver. Patr. Vol. 20. p. 978. Honorii Auguſt. Ato- 
mus dicitur inſecabile. St. Baſil Mag. v. 1. p. 3. 
cited, & diverſi alii, uinutiſſima quedam & im- 
partibilia corpora. The Chaos of earthy Bodies 
was in the Sphere of Waters, and the Chaos of 


airy Bodies in the Airs; and 'tis likely the Mat- 


ter of each cœleſtial Orb within a determin'd ſe- 
parate Orb or Sphere. Fluids remain in Atoms, 
or adhering in ſmall Maſſes: And Tranſlators of 
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Scripture render thoſe in the earthy Solids the 
Duſt of the Earth; Prov. viii. 26. Fob xiv. 19. 


i/a. xl. 12, of which there are ſeveral Species. 


Ver. 2. And the Earth was without 
Form, and void; and Darknels was 
upon the Face of the Deep: and the 


Spirit of God moved upon the Face 
of the Waters. 


This is a Deſcription in what Condition, and, 

in general, in what Situation, each Species of that 

Matter, or at leaſt of the Parts of, in, and near, 

the Earth were, immediately after their Producti- 

on: The Earth, ſuppos'd to include not only 

the conſtituent Parts of Earth and Water, but 

thoſe Parts which form the ſeveral Sorts of Mat- 

ter in the Earth, in Vegetables, Animals, @. 

firſt negatively, then poſitively. 2. Eſdras vi. 1. 

And be ſaid unto me, in the Beginning when the 
33 * Earth was made, before the Borders of the World 
4 ſtood, or ever the Wind blew z 3.— or ever the 
moveable Powers were eſtabliſhed ; 4. — before the 
Meaſures of the Firmament were named, Sti Ba- 
ſilii Seleuciæ Oratio I. p. 2. Celum & Terra pro- 
ducebantur Abyſſum utero geſtantia, cumque Maria 
bajularent, ſtabant, nec ad caſum gravitate ipſa de- 
volvebantur : utque venter gravis, menſium revolu- 
tione extumeſcens, partionem appetentem proclamat : 
e eodem 
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eodem prorſus modo appenſum celum tantam aquarum 
vim ſine converſione ſuſtinebat : manebat enim in- 
concuſſum, dum creatoris nutu conſirittum tene- 
batur. 


And the Earth was without Form, 


Jer. iv. 23. 1 beheld the Earth, and lo ! it was 


' without Form, and void and the Heavens, and 


they had no Light. Wiſd. of Solom. xi. 17. For 
thy Almighty Hand that made the World of Matter 
without Form. Joh. Hottengerus Oper. Diet 1. 
p. 35. Eben Ezra Tohu. Id notat in quo nihil ſo- 
lide. Bibl. Hebr. cum Interp. Seb. Munſter. 
Nam eft Tohu quod neque formam habet, neque ſi- 
guram, ſed in propinqua eſt diſpoſitione, ut illam 


recipiat. Polyglotta Tom. 1. p. 2. Lat. Edit- 


Rom. Inviſibilis & incompoſita. Polyglot. Tom. 6. 
Flaminii Nobilii Notz. Gen. c. 1. Inviſibilis & in- 
compoſita] abſentiam unitatis & compoſitionis ſigniſi- 
care. Joh. Piſcator in Ver. Teſt. p. 11. Intormis, ] 
non quod plane omni forma caruerit ( fic enim nibil 


Fuiſſet, quum quicquid eſt, per formam ſuam ſit ) 
* ſed quod nondum fuerit ab aquis ſecreta, neque com- 


patta, ſive conſolidata. Auguſtini Steuchi Eu- 
gubini Coſmopceia, p. 11. Duas habuit terra cre- 
ationes a Deo, eaſque ambas a Theologis commemo- 
ratas. Prima, cum und cum aquis eſt eſfecta una 
rerum ſilva, una congeries, & homæomeria. Hanc 
innuit, cum ait In principio creavit Deus calum 


& 
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& terram. Secunda creatio tertio die fuit, cum ab 
aquis eſt ſegregata. Hebr. xi. 3. Through Faith 
e underſiand that the Worlds were framed by the 
Word of God, ſo that things which are ſeen, were 
not made of things which do appear. 'The Parts 
for Solids were looſe among the Fluids, in man- 
ner of Waters, and when Light was form'd, in- 
viſible. Some pretend (and I can gueſs at the 
Reaſons why they do ſo) that the Earth was 
created a ſolid hollow Sphere, Cruſt, or Shell, 
{ſmooth on its Surface, and only wanted to be 
broke in Pieces, and ſo have its Surface form'd, 
and be made fit for Animals. Has not a ſolid 
hollow Sphere Adheſion and a Form, as well as 
one broken in pieces? This was fluid, and with- 
out Form. As its being form'd, or made ſolid 
afterwards, put it into a Condition to be acted 
upon by other Matter in Motion, and be under 
Economy, it alſo wanted all the Conſequences 
of that Solidity and Form. 


and void 


Joh. Hotengerus. Oper. Dici 1. p. 35. R. Sol. 
Jarch. Bohu. Vacuitatem notat & vaſtitatem. Al- 
phonſi Toſtati Tom. 1. p. 4. Terra autem 
erat inanis, id eſt, inviſibilis, ſicut Aer dicitur 
inane ſpatium, quia eum nou videmus; vel inanis 
ſecundum iſtam poſitiouem, quia nondum erant aquæ 
ſeparate deſuper terram. Tis not yet ſaid in what 

Figure 
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Figure the Earth, or looſe Mixture of Earth and 
Waters, was in, other than that it was void; 
which implies, that it was hollow, not full of 
that looſe Mixture within, but fill'd with ſome- 
thing which was call'd negatively, or compara- 
tively void; full only of ſuch Matter, as would 
ſhift upon the Approach of any other Matter, 
and let it take its Place; full of a vaſt Quantity 
of created Matter, the fame as is expreſs'd poſi- 
tively in the next Words; 


And Darkneſs was upon the Face of 
the Deep : 


Darkneſs was the firſt deſcriptive Name of 
Airs, in the Condition they were then. T. L. 
Iftelia in Gen. Cap. 1. p. 4. Non privatio; cum 
nondum condita efjet Lux. And as Darkneſs has 
been the Name of them ever ſince Light was 
form'd, and ſo is now a deſcriptive Name of 
them in a State of Privation, when or where 


that Action which produces Light is not, or is 
interrupted in a great Degree by ſome opake Bo- 


dy, or Fluid: And as Darkneſs, or Airs, deſcri- 
bed to be in that Condition, implies the Defe& 
of a ſufficient Degree of that Sort of Motion, 
which produces Light and its Effects, or Con- 
ſequences; it implies, that they were without 
the Government and CEconomy, which it will 

appear 

3 
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appear that Motion, Light, Expanſion, c. pro- 
duced in the Airs above and below. If we term 
Darkneſs, or the Airs inclos'd, the Abyſs, (the 
Word for Airs and that for Waters being each 
in the Hebrew, dual) 'tis an Orb of Fluids with- 
in, or included by, a Sphere; to which Orb 
there can be no Bottom. If we are to ſuppoſe 
that Moſes made the Faces of the Earth (tho' 
then unform'd, and the Cauſes of earthy Matter 
- tending any way not then form'd) his Station, 
with reſpe& to Up and Down, then he muſt 
term any great Quantity of Airs within the Sphere 
of looſe Mixture, or Waters, or when the Earth 
was form'd into a hollow ſolid Sphere, that vaſt 
Quantity of Airs, or afterwards that Quantity of 
Waters, the great Deep : and then the Faces 
(the Word in the Hebrew being plural) will ſig- 
nify the Whole. Interprete Sebaſtiano Caſtalione. 
Tenebriſque offuſum profundum. And Prov. viii. 
or Circle. 27. Mhen he ſet a * Compaſs upon the Face of the 
Depth. 1 ſuppoſe the Darkneſs, or Abyſs, at 
firſt to be an Orb at, and extended equidiſtantly 
from, the Center; and environ'd with a Sphere 
of that looſe Mixture call'd Earth; whoſe Quan- 
tities or Dimenſions were ſo proportion'd, that 
after the Parts for Solids were ſeparated into a 
Sphere, or Shell, and the Waters were gone 
down, and Parts of the Shell carried down, and 
form'd into a ſolid Globe at the Center, That and 
the Waters were ſufficient to fill the Void, change 
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[9 ] 
Places with the Darkneſs, or Airs, as will appear 
at the Formation, and by the Form of the Earth 
and more plainly, at the reforming it, - at the 
Flood: ſo that Part, which was ſaid to be void, 
is call'd the Abyſs; and is ſaid to contain that, 
which is call'd void, viz. Darkneſs. This Place, 
tho' no notice has been taken of it, whilſt the 
Earth and Water were in a hollow Chaos, and 
it fill'd with Airs, that I meet with, except 
Origen, Vol. 1. Lib. 2. p. 140. where he cannot 
find what is become of it, but fancies it muſt be 
Hell : "Tis ſufficiently deſcribed, when fill'd with 
Water. Alphonſi Toſtati Tom. 1. p. 7. Ca- 
vernoſa loca facta in terra ut aquæ ſubintrantes ibi- 
dem, tanquam in vaſe reconderentur. Ibid. Queſt. 
19. p. 11. Deus fecit quaſdem magnas cavernoſi- 
tate. Ibid. Queſt. 10. p. 75. Euſeb. L. 1. 6. 13. 


Fontes Abyſh. Abyſus dicitur locus abſconditus in 


viſceribus terre, in quo aquæ latent, & de quo ema- 
nant fontes, & lacus Abyſſi magnæ. Dicitur magna 
Abyſſus tota terre concavitas, in qua latent aque ad 
differentiam aliquarum parvarum concavitatum ter- 
re, que vocantur parve Abyſſi : Synopſis Crit. 


Tom. 1. p. 8. Bocharti ingens Abyſſus & vorago 


eſt in viſceribus terre. Sinopſ. Crit. Tom. 1. p. 8. 
Gen. i. 10. Chald. vocat. Domum congregationis a- 
quarum. Ibid. p. 97. Ainſworthus. Aquas has 


providentia Dei poſuit in his theſauris. Deut. viii. 7. 
Job xxviu. 4, 10. Pſal. xxxiii. 7. Synopſ. Crit. 
Tom. 1. p. 98. Qualem ex Homero Plato in Phæ- 

(: aro 
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dro fic deſcripſit, In hanc cavitatem omnes fluvit 
confluunt, & inde rurſus effluunt. Critici Sacri 
Tom. 1. p. 146. Vatablus. per Abyſſum intellige 
immenſam illam & profundam aquarum copiam que 
eſt ſubter terram. 


And the Spirit of God moved upon 
the Face of the Waters. 


This is not intended to deſcribe a Reſidence, 
or Limits, or local Motion, to the Spirit of God, 
or himſelf ; but Motion to an inviſible, penetra- 
ting, powerful, created Agent, which he ſtiles 
Spirit, and his, becauſe he created it, and gave 
it thoſe Powers. And 'tis plain it was always un- 
derſtood to be an inviſible powerful Agent; be- 
cauſe, as this was, and is the firſt thing, to which 
the Name of Spirit was applied; from this, that 


Name has been applicd to all other Beings, or 


things, which are, or were ſuppos'd to be invi- 
ible, and act powerfully : as God, Angels, the 
Souls of Men, their Minds, and ſomething feign'd 
to be in, and do every Action in Animals; nay, 
even down to penetrating humid Fluids. This 
was as great an Act as the Creation, and his ſole 
Act: He gave Motion to the Matter upon the 
Faces of the Waters, and not to the Waters; 
But Moſes could not ſay upon, or in the Faces 
of the Spirit of God, as he does, when he calls 

it 


n 


1 


1 

it the Faces of the Firmament. Philonis Judæi 
Lib. trad. per Segiſmund Galenium, & al. p. 287. 
Dicitur autem Dei ſpiritus, uno modo Aer fluens 
ſupra terram; tertium elementum, quod ſuper a- 
quam vehitur; quamobrem in opificio mundi ait; 
Spiritus Dei ferebatur ſuper aquam. Aer enim, 
cum ſit levis, altollitur, & ſurſumfertur, aquam 
pro baſs habens. C. Plinii ſecundi Natural. Hiſt. 
Lib. z. de quatuor Elementis. Cap. 5. proximum 
Spiritus, quem Greci noſtrique eodem vocabulo Aera 
_ appellant. Martin de Borhaj. in Lib. de origine 
Mundi. p. 2. Et Spiritus Dei] aggreditur poſt il- 
lum ſqualorem ad explicandam iunociav, id eſt, 
exornationis Cali & terre rationem, quibus rebusy 
velut inſlrumentis in illis expoliendis ad ſpeciem & 
ornatum, divina ſapientia uſa fit : cujuſmodi duo 
numerat, Spiritum & Lucem. De Spiritu primum 
admonet. Atqui cum is bipartitus ſit, alter ingenitus, 
qui proprie Det ſpiritus eſt alter genitus ac creatus, 
qui ventus eſt, uterque hic accipitur. Alter ut pri- 
me note ac principalis ſpiritus de quo vates & 
ſpiritu oris ejus omnis exercitus eorum alter ut in- 
ſtrumentum moventis Dei ſpiritus, quem in arefa- 
cienda terra ſapiens artifex adhibuerit. Hic enim 
vis in reliqud quoque ſcripturd vento quem aer con- 

tinuatus mari huc atque illuc effiuens efficit, tribui- 

Joannis Marianæ Scholia in Geneſim C. 1. 

V. 2. Spiritus Domini, id eſt, ventus a Deo exci- 

tatus. 2 Eſdras vi. 39. quumgque eſſet Spiritus ubi 

Tenebræ circumferebantur. Ibid. And then was the 

Spirit; 
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Spirit; and Darkneſſes and Silence were on every 


Spirit. Side 3 Amos iv. 13. And created the * Wind. 


2 Eſdr. xvi. 614. He made Man, and put bis Heart 
in the midſt of his Body, and gave him Breath, 
Life, and Underſtanding. 62. Yea, and the Spirit 
of Almighty God, which made all things, and ſearch» 
eth out all hidden things in the Secrets of the Earth. 
2 Eſdras xvi. g9. He ſpreadeth out the + Heavens 
like a Vault; upon the Waters hath he founded it. 
It appears this Spirit was created its Place where 
it was created is deſcrib'd ; its Action, or one of 
its Taſks, is deſcribed, and the Place where it 
was, and is to be executed, is deſcrib'd; to wit, 
in and about the Earth. The Spirit of God, in 
ſpeaking of material things, is the Name us'd 
for Airs in Motion, and, *tis like, was then for 
Airs, in a State between Darkneſs and that of 
Light; and was that Air upon, or above the 
Surfaces of the Waters, or in the then Atmo- 
ſphere moved, or put into Motion. As there 
is no prior Motion reveal'd, there can be no ſe- 
cond or intermediate Cauſe aſſign'd: This firſt 
Motion is juſtly attributed ro the Power of God. 
And ever ſince the inſpir'd Penmen have, from 
this Impulſe, attributed all the Accidents in, and 
all the Operations of this Element upon others, 
as God's own Acts; and when thoſe Actions are 
diſcover'd, it will appear that it deſerves a high 
Title. Here the Philoſophers muſt find their 
Projections, and not in their Vacuum. What 

Sort 


147 1 
Sort of Motion this was, I ſhall not affirm ; bur, 
I think, it was not in Form 6f Wind. Tis 
plain the Antients underſtood what it did, be- 
cauſe they have applied the ſame Word to Acti- 
ons, which, in a lower Degree, reſemble it. They 
liken'd the World to an Egg; and its Effects 
were as the Word incubabat implies. God by 


Motion enabled the Airs to brood upon the Mix- 


ture, call'd Waters; did the ſame thing, as 
ſomething which is infus'd from a Hen fitting a 
proper time upon her Egg does upon the Sphere 
or White, and the Orbit and Volk within it; 
puts the Parts into Motion, thins the moſt fluid 


Parts, ſeparates the Parts for Solids, forms them 


into a hollow porous Caſe, with an Aperture to 


admit Supplies, and another to diſcharge them, 


and in, or among thoſe ſolid Parts, Tubes, or 


Pucts with Fluids in them, and fitted to convey 


the fluid Supplies from within to each Part in 
due Proportions, and for each of their reſpective 
Uſes and Supplies; forms Eyes and Members for 
Uſe and Ornament; and laſtly, gives the Matter 
form'd Motion to circulate the Fluids, c. and 
alſo to do what the Word fovebat . 3 to 
warm and nouriſh the thing form'd. And firſt 
it was for preparing the Parts of Darkneſs, or 
Airs in their firſt State, for the next Change, or 
Accident, in that Part of the Airs. 


— Waters 
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— Waters 


The Waters and the Corpuſcles, which con- 
ſlitute the ſolid Parts of the Earth, ſuch as Stones, 
Metals, Minerals, Salt, Fc. were not yet ſepa- 
rated; but intermixt in a Fluid, which was firſt 
call'd Earth, and in the next Words deſcrib'd to 
be in Parts, looſe, or fluid ; and whereof the 
greateſt Part by much was Waters, and here ſo 
call'd; or perhaps, becauſe the Waters might be 
clear or free from the Parts of Earth at the Sur- 
face. Synopſis Crit. Tom. 1. p. 4. Grot. Job 
XXV1i.13.— h. e. Initio res erant permixte, & fimul 
macerate. Ibidem. Tom. 1. p. 3. Malvanda. 
Nondum ab aquis ſecreta nec conſolidata. Johannis 
Marianæ Scholia in Geneſim p. 1. C. i. V. 1. 
Aqua erat turbida terre admixtione, &c. Critici 
Sacri Tom. 1. p.8. Gen. i. 2. Fagius R. Nach- 
manii m exponit aquas pulverulentas, five pul- 
were mixtas; ſentit enim aquas turbidas fuiſſe, quod 
adbuc pulvere ſeu Into terre permixte erant. Erat 
enim adhuc confuſio quædam elementorum, quam & 
ipſe N N vocat. Crit. Sacri. Tom. 8. p. y. 37. 
Arius Montanus Lib. Phaleg. Ante explicatas Mun- 
di totius partes aquæ omnia aut erant aut confuſis 
rerum elementis turbantes celabaut. Alphonſi Toſ- 
tati Edit. Venet. 1615. Tom. 1. p. 7. Thales & 
Ariſtot. Poſuerunt aquam efſe rerum principium, 
quia ex ipſo quodlibet faciliter fieri poteſt. I think 
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all the Tranſlators and Expoſitors have confounded 
this Mixture, which he had call'd Earth, and 
then deſcrib'd to be fluid and hollow ; which I 
ſuppoſe to be a hollow Sphere with that Hollow, 
or Void, or Abyſs within it, and have ſhifted 
the Contents of the Abyſs, or Darkneſs, as a ne- 
gative Quality, to the Surface of the Sphere, 
which he calls Waters; and ſome of the Quo- 
tations under this Head have paſs'd for Reaſons 
with their Authors, that the Foulneſs of the 
Waters made their Surface dark; which I ſup- 
peſe it was, if it was clear Water, or would 
have been, if it had been clear. Moſes has de- 
ſcrib'd what was within the Sphere, and in what 
Condition it was; and what was without the 
Sphere, and in what Condition that was, and does 
but occaſionally name the Waters, in deſcribing 
the Situation and Condition of cach Part of the 
Airs, by that which divided them, and is then 
only ſpeaking of the Airs, and continues to do 


ſo to the End of the fiſth, or Middle of the ſixth 


Verſe : And they have given us no other Reaſon 
why the Word for Heavens, or Airs, and that 
for Waters, arc each in the dual Number, but 
that the Hebrew Tongue had no ſingular for theſe 
Words. Could the Creator of all things, who 
enabled Adam to ſpeak, and inſpir'd Moſes to 
write, want Words? No: but the Airs were 
then divided, and in two Places, and again at the 
Flood; and the Waters were ſoon after divided, 


and 
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and again at the Flood. No doubt but Adam 
nam'd Things properly, and his Names were a 
Standard to their Language; and Moſes expreſs'd 


them properly, and his Writings became a Stand- 
ard to the /{ebrew Writings. 


Ver. 3. And God ſaid let there be 
Light : and there was Light : 


We are to obſerve, that he did not ſay, let the 
Heavens and the Earth be created, nor let the 
Spirit move : but through the Hiſtory of the 
| Alterations or Formations of all the principal Parts 
of Matter, 'till he comes to the Formation of 
Man, there is a twofold Deſcription of each; 
one phyſical, and the other divine : The one, 
how, and by what Means, the Alteration or For- 
mation was perform'd or made ; and the other, 
in a ſeeming Contradiction, that God did, or 
made it; which he ſubjoins to each as a neceſ- 
ſary Caution, that God made the Means, and 
produced the Effects, that Men ſhould not at- 
tribute the Action to the phyſical Agent; ſuch 
as the Spirit, the Light, the Firmament, the 
Sun, Moon, Sc. and therefore reverence or wor- 
ſhip one or more of them, as the Heathens did 
at that Day, the Jews ſometimes after; and as 
the Atheiſts would perſuade us to do. 
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And God ſaid 


This is a Method of communicating the Will 
of God to us. 


Let there be the Light; 


Theſe are the firſt Words which As repre- 
ſents to have been ſpoke by God, and will not 
ſtand as we uſe them now when there are many 
Agents, and many natural Cauſes and Accidents. 
This ſeems not to be a Command here, but a Per- 
miſſion; as much as to ſay, let Light be, if it 
will, or if it can, or if it chance, or if any Agent 
can produce it. What, did he who created the 
Heavens leave them, and not form them ſo as to 
make them light ? Did he leave that to Chance, 
or was there ſome other Agent ? Joh. Hotenge- 
rus Oper. diei primi, p. 49. Quia ſermo, quo ali- 
quid præcipitur, & mandatur, neceſſario dirigi debet 
ad Ens quodpiam, quod illud mandatum poteſt reci- 
'This 
is expreſt in the ſame Manner, as the Maker of a 
Clock, when his Machine was pur together with 
Springs or Weights ſet a going, intended, or 
would ſay, now let it point, or let it ſtrike. But 
to diſcover what this Speech means; where was 
this Light to be? 'tis afterwards deſcrib'd to be 
upon the Surface of the Waters; and what was 

D ir 
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it form'd of ? That which was there, that which 
is juſt before call'd the Spirit of God (the Airs 
in Motion, and which preſently after are alter- 
nately changed as the Motion was acting in one 
Part) was called Light; and as it was interrupted 
in another Part, was call'd Darkneſs : And fince 
there was Motion or Action in the Airs, and con- 
ſequently a ſecond Cauſe, it muſt mean, let the 
Motion, which I by my Power have produc'd, 
and by Diſpoſition of Matter continu'd among 
the Airs, and ſtiled my Spirit, ariſe to that De- 
gree, or put them into that Condition I call 
Light: Martin Borrhaj. in Lib. de Orig. Mundi 
p. 7. Fiat Lux] Alterum Inſtrumentum expoliendi 
eel; & terre Terram rudem & informem & ipſas 
zenebras, & jam apitatas aquas, rerum & forma- 
rum diſiinfirix lux conſequitur. Lux autem que hoc 
die primo rudis & inchoata, creata eſt quarto die, 
expoliri, abſolvique ad claritatem ſuam cœpit. This 
Manner of ſpeaking to inanimate material Agents, 


of which this is the principal, and the reſt but 


ſecondary, runs thro? all the inſpir'd Writings as 
well where God is repreſented ſpeaking, as where 
the inſpir'd Penman is repreſented ſpeaking ; as 
P/al. cxlviii. 4, 5, 7. Ibid. Ixix. 34. 


And there was Light : 


The Means produc'd the intended Effect, made 
part of the Darkneſs Light. 


Ver. 4. 
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Ver. 4. And God ſaw the Light, that 


it was good ; 


The Matter, as it was created, was not fit fot 
Uſe ; the Motion produc'd nothing 'till Light 
was form'd; and then he approv'd of the Action 
of that Motion of his Spirit, which, from in- 
active Darkneſs, had produc'd that good Effect; 
or ſaw that the Airs in that Motion and that 


Condition would perform what he deſign'd, and 


would be beneficial to his Creatures then un- 
form'd. Moſes does not here tell us the Office 
and Uſe of Light, becauſe in this Condition it 
laſted but four Days, and then is placed in ano- 
ther Manner, and all its Offices deſcribed: 


And God divided the Light from 
the Darkneſs. 


Theſe Words are generally taken to ſignify the 


Interpoſition of the Sphere of Waters, or the 


Earth; and that the Light was on one Side, and 
the Darkneſs on the other, alternately. Whe- 
ther this was then underſtood by the //raelites, I 
am not certain; it ſeems that the Hcathens were 
ignorant of it long after. But as this was attain- 


able, I think, he intended not to reveal it; but 


that this is only a Relation that God form'd the 
D 2 Light 
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Light out of Darkneſs, and that let there be 
Light, and God divided the Light from the 
Darkneſs, imply the ſame Act: as let there be a 
Firmament, and let it divide; and God made a 
Firmament, and he divided, Sc. But as the 
producing and propagating of Light is a conti- 
nued Action, it deſcribes the Manner in which 
Light was, and is produced. This was then the 
Action of that Agent, and was ſoon after tranſ- 
ferr'd to be perform'd by the Sun, c. in the 
very ſame Words; and fo as things ſtand now, 
belongs to another Place. Critici Sacri Tom. 1. 
p. 18. Vatablus. Sejunxit & ſeparavit Lucem a 
Tenebris, We know not how he divided that 
Light from the Darkneſs otherwiſe than by Mo- 
tion, becauſe he has reveal'd no more. Of what 
Degree that Light was, how it was mov'd, Parts 
among Parts, or about the Sphere, or in what 
Length of Time, I have no Means to know. But 
I think it was for other Ends than any which 
yet have been aſſign'd, viz. to prepare the Airs 
for the next Change, or Accident, or bring it 
to a greater Degree of Motion; and thereby en- 
able them to execute a vaſt Commiſſion, which 
was to have vaſt Conſequences, 


Ver. 5. 
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Ver. 5. And God called the Light 
Day, and the Darkneſs he call'd 
Night : and the Evening and the 
Morning were the firſt Day. 


I think it means the Air in that Condition and 
Motion which God directed Adam, and which 
you from him call Light, and which he direct- 
ed Adam to call, and you from him call Day, 
and the Air in that Condition, and in that De- 
gree of Reſt, which he directed Adam to call, 
and which you from him call Darkneſs, and 
which he directed Adam to call, and which you 
from him call Night, are what God has directed 
me in my Writings to call by the ſame Names. 
Whether the Continuance of Darkneſs, or the 
Interval between the Creation and the Producti- 
on of Light upon the Hemiſphere where Light 
was firſt form'd, be what he means by the Even- 
ing, and the Time while that Light was paſſing 
that Hemiſphere be call'd Morning; or we are 
to count from the Formation of Light, and call 
the Horizon which the Light firſt left, Evening; 
and when the Light had made a Circuit with the 
ſame Edge to the ſame Horizon, we are to call 
that Morning, and that Circuit the firſt Day, I 
pretend not to determine. 


Ver. 
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Ver. 6. And God ſaid, Let there be a 
Firmament in the midſt of the Wa- 
ters, and let it divide the Waters 
from the Waters. 


Ver. 7. And God made the Firmament, 
and divided the Waters which were 
under the Firmament, from the Wa- 
ters which were above the Firma- 
ment: And it was ſo. 


Ver. 8. And God called the Firmament 
Heaven: 


The Meaning of theſe three Verſes is not yet aſ- 
certain'd by Interpreters; as they cannot find what 
the Word, which our Tranſlators render Firma- 
ment, ſignifies. Some have been forced to ſuppoſe 
Waters above the Heavens; which, if there were 
any ſuch, he is not ſpeaking of, nor would it be 
of any Uſe for us to know of them. Others ſup- 
pole Rain in the Clouds: if there had been any 
ſuch, it would have been in, not above, the Hea- 
vens. Bur *tis very certain there was none *till 
long after; and if there had been any Separation 
of Fluids in any of the other Globes, it was 
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ſtill in, not above the Heavens, and not in this 
Day's Work : And ſince theſe Verſes, and eſpe- 
cially this Deſcription of the Firmament of Wa- 
ters above the Heavens, and that of Windows of 
Heaven at the Flood, are the conſtant Refuge of 
Atheiſts, becauſe they ſeem irreconcileable; and 
ſince ill· deſigning Men have put ſome upon draw- 
ing Schemes which make Moſes's Writings ridi- 
culous, or incredible, or impoſſible to be explain- 
ed; and as the Credit of Revelation in ſome mea» 
ſure depends upon them, and as the ſixth Verſe 
15 a Phyſical Deſcription of the Permiſſion of an 
Action of Matter upon Matter, which was to 
produce Accidents or Alterations in the Condi- 
tion of that Matter, to enable it to act, and 
make Changes in the Situation of the Parts of 
other Matter, which was to have Conſequences 
upon other Matter immediately, ſome of them 
permanent, and ſome to be repeated at Intervals; 
and as this is not properly the Work of, or like- 
ly after ſo much Time ſpent, to be clear'd by ſuch, 
who are only Divines, or Linguiſts, or Mathe- 
maticians, or Aſtrologers, or ſpeculative or expe- 
rimental Naturaliſts upon ſmall Parcels of Mat- 
ter; but by ſuch, who have had, or ſhall have 
Courage and Capacity to make, and Patience *rill 
they have made ſufficient or competent Obſer- 
vations upon the Formation and Situation of 
Things, and the ſeveral Operations of thoſe which 
acted, and their ſeycral Effects, or Conſequences 
upon 
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apon thoſe, which have been acted upon, as well 
as upon the ſettled Courſe of things now, with 
an Intent to underſtand the Scriptures, and the 
Situation of things which are of great Uſe, and 
muſt be ſearch'd out and purſued, and to ſet up 
nothing of their own; and who have not pub- 
liſh'd Errors which they will not retract, nor are 
attach'd to the Errors of others: And fince the 
Words were infallibly ſuited to the things acting 
and acted upon, and to the Actions, Accidents, 
Situations, and Conſequences, and were deliver'd 
in an antient Language; we are firſt to ſearch for 
the Meaning of the Words, and Obſervations 
upon things muſt help to find the things, their 
Situations, Conditions, Actions, Accidents, Cc. 
to ſuit the Words. Interprete Scbaſtiano Caſta- 
lione, Deinde juſſit Deus ut exiſteret Liquidum in- 
ter aquas, quod aquam ab aqua disjungeret; fecitq; 
Liquidum quod divideret aquam que ſuper Liquidum 
eſt, ab ea que ſubter eſt z quo facto, Liquidum Cœ- 


lum nuncupavit. 2 Eſdr. vi. 41. Upon the ſecond 


Day thou madeſt the Spirit of the Firmament, and 
commandedſt it to part aſunder, and to make a Di- 
viſion betwixt the Waters, that the one Part might 
go up, and the other Part remain beneath. Martin 
Borrhaj. in Lib. de Orig. Mundi, p. 8. Fiat Fir- 
mamentum ] Deſcribuntur opera ſecundi Diei, que 
ſunt diffuſio celi, diſtinctio aquarum, congregatio 
aquarum infernarum in locum ſuum, conſtitutio ſicci; 
atgue hec opera à Deo vi ſpiritus & lucis confetta 

ſunt. 
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fant. Ibid. P- 9. Ante immiſſum ſpiritum i con- 
ditam lucem, cœlum craſſum, & obſcurum corpus 
fuiſſe z & hoc ſimul atque lux emicuit, cujus natura 
fit rarefacere & diffundere, explicari, extenuari, li- 
quidumgz fieri cœpiſſe, denſis tenebris diſparentibus. 
Critici Sacri Tom. 1. p. 10. Fagius o Hebræis, 
teſte Aben Ezra, eſt 09 121 i. res extenſa ſive 
expanſa, - Eſt enim nomen deductum a verbo yp", 
quod extendere, expandere, ampliare & attenuare 
ſignificat —— Pf. civ. id eſt, extendens Cœ- 
lum velut Cortinam. Eſa. xl. — i. Ipſe extendit 
velut pellem Calum, & expandit illud ſicut Taber- 
naculum, ut inhabitaretur. Critici Sacri Tom. 1. 
p. 18. Gen. i. 6. Vatablus. Expanſio, V.] Ex- 
tenſio, diſtenſio, diſfuſio: unde Jeſaias dicit, c. xlii. 
5. Creans cœlos & extendens illos. & cap. xl. 22. 
Synopſis Crit. Tom. 1. p. 6. Ainſworthus. Num. 
xvi. 38. Expanſum firmamentum vertit. Vatablus. 
& Druſius. Expanſio hæc eft diffuſum corporis 
Aeris. Synopſ. Critic. Tom. 1. p. 6. Bonfreriug 
Fullerii Miſc. 1. 6. vel potius a Syriaco uſu VP, 
quod fignificat \a1i{ev. comprimere, Luc. vi. 38. 
& forte VP? Heb. primo fignificat comprimere, in- 
deque extendere ; nam premendo res extenduntur 
ut Laminæ ris. Critic. Sacr. Tom. 1. p. 27. 
Druſius Ne Pf. cxxxvi. 6. yp? LXX. r g- 
oavrt  & Hieron. qui firmavit. Sic Jeſa, xlii. o, 
VpT1. LXX. 6 sed Tv ]: Hiero. firmans 
terram, & xliv. 24. LXX. % istiwra. Hieron. 
fabiliens. ſimiliter, Job xxxvu. 18. h Sym. 
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irelucs, From its Appearance, Ezek. i. 22. And 
the Likeneſs of the Firmament upon the Head of the 
living Creature was as the Colour of the terrible 
Cryſtal, flretched forth over their Heads above. 
Dan. xii. 3. Shall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Fir- 
mament. Of its Power. Pſalm cl. 1. In the Fir- 
mament of his Power. The Prayer of Manaſſes. 
For all the Powers of the Heavens do praiſe thee 
Job xxxvii. 18. Haſt thou with him ſpread out the 
Sky, which is ſtrong, and as à molten Looking-glaſs ? 
Palm xix. 1. The Heavens declare the Glory of 
God : and the Firmament ſheweth his handy Work. 
Job xxxviii. 33. Knoweſt thou the Ordinances of the 
Heaven? Canſt thou ſet the Dominion thereof in 
the Earth? In Situation or Place. Gen. i. 14. 
And God ſaid, Let there be Lights in the Firma- 
ment of the Heaven. V. 17. And God ſet them in 
the Firmament of the Heaven. V. 20. And Fowl 
that may fly above the Earth in the open Firmament 
of Heaven. Here is a Permiſhon to an Agent, or 
ſomething which could move or act (as at let 
there be Light) which was to form or put ſome- 
thing into a Condition to move or act in a far- 
ther Degree, with a new Name, and another 
Permiſſion to this Agent, which had a new Name 
with new Powers. It is term'd the Spirit of the 
Firmament, and deſcrib'd to be ſomething which 
is call'd Liguidum, a thin Fluid. Theſe Opera- 
tions are attributed to the Force of the Spirit 
and the Light. The Spirit and the Light by 


Motion 
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Motion were rarified, and its Parts were to dif- 
fuſe and pervade the Pores of that Mixture which 
was firſt call'd Earth, then deſerib'd to be looſe, 
or fluid; and afterwards call'd, as here, Waters; 
to act there, ſort the Parts, form a Diviſion, and 
divide the Waters. And this new Name ſigni- 
fies, that it was inveſted with Powers to have 
different Effects upon different Sorts of Matter, 
to expand, diſtend, diffuſe, fill, thin, c. Fluids; 
and to compreſs, drive together, keep firmly to- 
gether, and ſtabliſn the Parts of Solids, or the 
Earth. Tis deſcribed to be exceeding bright, 
is of great Force, Power and Strength, has Or- 
dinances and Dominion in the Earth. Tis de- 
ſcribed to be where the Sun, Moon, Waters, 
Earth, Sc. were, and call'd a Diffuſion of the 
Body of the Airs; and in the eighth Verſe the 
Heavens, the /Ethers, the Airs. And it is a 
continual Attempt of the Airs to expand, pro- 
duc'd and continued from the Motion of its Parts 
among one another, which produc'd a Com- 
preſſion upon every thing which reſiſted it, and 
moſt upon the Parts of Solids, which produc'd 
a Separation and a Diviſion of the Solids between 
the Waters, and of each Species for their re- 
ſpective Uſes. And the Meaning of the fixth 
Verſe muſt be ; — Let the Motion which 1s in 
the Ain, and has produc'd Light, go a Step far- 
ther, make the Parts of the Fluid of the Air 
Liquidum, a thin Fluid expanding and diffuſing 3 
' E 2 and 
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and let it act in the Pores, or preſs in, or act a- 
mong or between the Parts of the Mixture call'd 
Waters, and compreſs itſelf and other things, 
and thereby make a Separation, and of the Parts 
ſeparated a Diviſion between the one and the o- 
ther Waters. But how is this conſiſtent with 
the next Verſe? wherein 'tis ſaid, God made the 
Firmament, and divided. How did he make it, 
and divide? He only ſaid, let it bez Moſes does 
not ſay there, he acted. But he created the Airs; 
he infus'd Motion, that Motion produc'd Light, 
that Light an Expanſion, and that Motion by 
the thing expanded divided, and ſo he made and 
divided. But Moſes goes farther in the Remain- 
der of the Verſe, and deſcribes the Situation of 
the Diviſion, and of each Part of the Waters ſo 
divided: Not as the Waters were with reſpect 
to what was between them, for that was but juſt 
form'd, and had no Name but a Diviſion, and 
was ſoon after to be deſcribed in another Situa- 
tion, with reſpect to ſeveral things; but by things 
which were then where they were created had 
been deſcrib'd before, and he could not have de- 
ſcrib'd the next Action without this; and the ſe- 
venth Verſe will ſtand thus; — And God by 
Means of the Motion aforeſaid made the Fluid of 
Airs thin, expanding, and compreſſing, which 
made a Diviſion between the Waters which were 
ſeparated from each Side of, and divided by the 
Sphere of Earth; ſo that one Part of the Waters 

Was 
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was under the Expanſion, or Airs expanding, and 
the other Part above the Expanſion, or Airs ex- 
panding. — The next Queſtion is, where were 
the Airs or things expanded ? Truly one Part in 
an Orb inclos'd, or the Abyſs below the Waters, 
and the other Part in a Sphere above the Waters. 
This Expanſion was to reach, and did reach from 
above, and from below ; from each Part of the 
Airs to a Diſtance, in proportion to its reſpective 
Force into the Sphere of the Mixture, which 
was called Waters, and was to make, and did 
make a Diviſion : How, and with what? truly 
by compreſſing and ſeparating the Parts of that 
which was to be Dry-Land, and forming them 
into many contiguous Spheres, or what we may 
call one Sphere between two Spheres of Water; 
and conſequently the Waters were in two Sphercs, 
the one above, and the other below the Sphere 
of Stone, and vice ver/a the Sphere of Water, 
which was above that of Stone, was next under 
the Expanſion in the open Air, or that which 
was alternately Light and Darkneſs ; and the 
Sphere of Water, which was under the Sphere 
of Stone, was in a Sphere next above the Ex- 
panſion of the Orb of Airs, or Darkneſs inclo- 
ſed in, or the Abyſs. If there had been an Abyſs 
of Airs below, and had not been an Expanſion 
from below, as well as from above, the Earth 
had gone to the Center, and had left no Room 
there for the Waters to retire to, But as 2 Eſd. 

xvi. 
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xvi. 78. 1/ith his Word hath he hang'd the Earth 
upon the Waters. And fo we are deliver'd from 
the Danger of Waters falling from above the 
Heavens : And the Heathens may take back their 
Idols of Projection, Attraction, Gravity, Elaſti- 
city, Sc. And we ſee a Word for an Agent or 
Action may have many ſucceſſive Significations, 
becauſe one Action may have many Conſequen- 
ces; as the Airs without Motion are call'd Dark- 
neſs ; in one Degree of Motion call'd Spirit; in 
a farther call'd Light; in another call'd Expan- 
fion : as Expanſion caus'd Compreſſion, that cau- 
fed Separation, that caus'd the Solidity of the 
Earth and the Clearneſs of the Water; it alſo 
made the Earth crack, and form Fiſſures, fill'd 
ſome of them with Metals, and through others 
forc'd down the Waters, and with them form'd 
the Surface of the Earth, c. And theſe new 
Conditions, new Powers, and new Names do not 
take away the old Conditions, Powers, or Names; 
there is Darkneſs till with little Action; tis a 
Spirit ſtill, and moves; *'tis Light ſtill, and 
ſhines z tis Expanſion ſtill, and compreſſes, c. 


And it was ſo: 


Critict Saeri Tom. 1. p. 11. Et faftum eſt ita, 
Et factum eft firmum, ſolidum, ſtabile; Job xxvi. 
10. Statuit limitem per circuitum * ſaperficiet aque. 
Alphonſi Toſtati Tom. 1. p. 8. Gen. i. Yelque 
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Deus fine vento ſeparaverat aquas, & poſt per ven- 
tam dificcavit. Critici Sacri Tom. 8. p. 534. 
Arius Montanus Lib. Phaleg. Terra craſſiorum 
partium coagmentatione coatta, ac tandem ab aquis 
diſcreta & produfta. And this will make other 
Deſcriptions, even ſome as they are tranſlated, 
intelligible ; as P/. civ. 3. And placeth his Lofts 
in the Waters. Amos ix. 6. For in the Heavens 
(firſt in the Expanſion, and after between the 
two Spheres of Airs) he buildeth his Stories. 
Job xxvi. 7. And ftretcheth out the North over the 
empty Place (or Abyſs full of Airs) and hangeth 
the Earth upon nothing. And all the reſt, if the 
Tranſlation came up to the Hebrew. 


And God called the Firmament Hea- 


ven: 


That you may not miſtake, and think this Ex- 
panſion, this Agent, which divided the Earth 
from the Waters, is ſomething which God did not 
create, or which has Powers without him, tis an 
Action of that which he created, and is in my 
Deſcription of the Creation already nam'd, which 
he taught Adam to call, and you from him call 
the Airs, the very ſame, but by him put into 

Motion, c. as in the former Verſes is related. 
There are ſome Texts, which deſcribe the im- 
menſe Quantity or Extent of the Airs, and the 
Commo- 

& 
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Commodiouſneſs of their Situation or Figure, in 
a Sphere about the Earth. The Airs, when they 
were writ, and now, are in the ſame Quantity, 
and in the ſame Sort of Figure or Sphere they 
were created in, and in the fame Place with re- 
ſpect to the Earth, except thoſe which were in 


the Abyſs, and afterwards changed Place with 


Part of the Waters, and were join'd or united 
into the ſame Figure or Sphere; and the Crea- 
tion of them, and placing them about the Earth 
in a Sphere, is one and the ſame Act; and the 
Addition of thoſe out of the Abyſs did not alter 
their Figure, nor extend them, otherwiſe than 
by an Addition of Quantity. But there are ma- 
ny other Texts which deſcribe this Action or 
Power in the Airs, and attribute it to God as an- 
other Act; and ſome mention both diſtinctly, but 
the Tranſlators make moſt of them bend to the 
firſt. Could the Author, or other divine Pen- 
men, whoſe Buſineſs was to make Men ſenſible 
that God created Matter, and gave it all the Or- 
ders and Powers it had or has, omit or forget to 
tell them of that which ſets and keeps all the 
Wheels a going, and leave it tothe People, whom 


he was juſt then recovering from the Worſhip of | 


thoſe Agents, and other Idolatry, to ſearch it 


out, or to the Heathens to explain it ? Can any 
one be ſo ſtupid to expect that the Heathens, who 


had either theſe Agents, or other Gods of their | 


own, ſhould attribute the Economy in the 
World 
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World to the true God, and ſhew us how to 
explain his Revelation concerning it ? And ſince 
they had not a God of their own that they had 
the Impudence to afcribe it to, was it not their 
Buſineſs ro make the Chaos eternal, and to aſcribe 
the CEconomy in the World to Nature; innate 
Qualities, nay, rather than to God, to Chance? 
Nay, ſuppole any of them beliey'd in the true 
God, and underſtood it, though ſome hinted ar 
his being the Author, durſt they publiſh it plain- 
ly ? No: that had been the Way to be ſton'd, 
and the Writing to be burn'd by the Hands of 
the Executioners. Their Ignorance, or pretend- 


ce Ignorance of this, ſet all their Philoſophers to 
r work; and he that could form the moſt incredi- 
- ble Syſtem was the greateſt Man. Yet we are 
at not to reje& every Article they advance, but on- 
ne ly ſtrip off what they added, or add what they 
n- ſtripp'd off. For as Clemens Alexandrinus ſays, 
le | Strom. Lib. 5. p. yo. Oftendimus autem in pri- 
r- mo Stromate, Grecorum Philoſophos dici fures, qui 


to | a Moſe & Prophetis præcipua dogmata non grate 
he | acceperunt. It may be ſaid of this Spirit and Mo- 
Mm tion, as the Man ſaid, St. John ix. 30. Why, bere- 


of | in is a marvellous thing, that ye know not from 
it whence he is, and yet he hath open'd my Eyes, Can 
ny woe beat a loſs from whence this Motion came, 
ho | that hath produc'd Light out of Darkneſs, and 
\eir | after an Expanſion which hath Gerad the 
the Chaos, the Earth from the Waters, made it ſo- 


rid F lid, 
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lid, and kept the Parts together; divided the 
Waters, carried thoſe above to below, made the 
Earth habitable, c? 

There is another Miſtake ariſing from the 
Texts which mention this Act of uniting, fix- 
ing, eſtabliſhing, or rendering the impalpably 
ſmall Parts of the Earth ſolid or immoveable, ſo 
as the Form or Foundations ſhould not be broken 
or diſſolv'd here, or more laſtingly after the 
Flood; as P/al. xcvi. 10. Stabiliter orbis habita= 
bilis, ne dimoveatur —— fundavit orbem immobi- 
lem. —— which have been applied to fixing the 
Earth upon Foundations, ſo as to hinder the 
whole Earth from ſhifting, or moving locally; 
and had like to have coſt the firſt Diſcoverers, or 
Revivers of the Earth's Motion very dear : but 
the Tranſlators ſince have render'd them ſo as to 
ſignify neither. 

The Philoſophers, falſly ſo call'd, and moſtly 
Heathen, have puzzled the Tranſlators, though 
caution'd by St. Paul, and they have puzzled the 
World with empty void Space, or Place without 
Matter. Max. Bibl. Patrum, Vol. 25. p. 60. Ni- 
cetæ Theſaur. Orth. Lib. de Græcis & Judæis. 
Philoſophorum preterea nonnulli vacuum quoddam 
etiam introduxerunt ; idque corpore prorſus deſtitu- 
tum, quaſi quoddam Chaos infinitum demonſirant, 
idemque ante mundum fuiſſe contendunt; creatis de- 
inde elementis univerſa corpora ambitu & circum- 
vetttone celi concluſsrunt, nihil interius vacui relin- 

quentes. 
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guentes. And fo have brought in a Name which 
they imagine to be the Reſidence of God, of 
Angels, and Spirits, by the Word Heaven; and 
conſequently Angels and Spirits into this Creati- 
on, and into the Formation and Operation. Moſes 
neither mention'd, nor meant to give any ſuch 
Deſcription. Our Tranſlation ſays, that — The 
Angel of the Lord appeared unto Moſes in a Flame 
of Fire, out of the midſt of a Buſh — Indeed, the 
Power or Preſence of God appear'd where Fire 
burn'd, and conſum'd not the ſmall Wood of a 
Buſh 3 and, I think, he ſays, he ſaw no other 
Appearance and that drew him aſide to the Place 
where he receiv'd his firſt Commiſſion ; and 
when he defir'd a deſcriptive Name of God, he 
had no other but I am; and when he requir'd 
ſome Abilities to convince the Hraelites and the 
Egyptians of his Commiſſion, God ſhew'd and 
gave him his farther Power over Matter; that 
was a Teſt to the //raelites, and at laſt to the 
Egyptian Magicians, when they could not make 
Duſt Lice; and tho' ſome have lately, inſtead of 
a Prophet, repreſented him a Conjurer, and that 
he had learn'd that Skill amongſt the Egyptians, 
tis plain he was not acquainted with the Abilities 
of the Magicians, which indeed was Folly : for 
if he had, he would not have taken the turning 
of a Rod into a Serpent for one of his Creden- 
tials, becauſe he would have known they could 
have done it as well as he. Moſes has not yet 

F 2 ſaid 
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ſaid any thing of God, but in deſcribing his Acti- 
ons concerning Matter. He ſpeaks of and uſes pro- 


per Names for material things, which were then 


created out of nothing, and proper Words for 
the Actions or Accidents of thoſe things: He 
ſays nothing of the Subſiſtence, Reſidence, or 
Actions of any other Beings or Things: It was 
not his Buſineſs to deſcribe them, much leſs to 
deſcribe Philoſophical Voids, c. And if by what 
we call Heaven he only means Airs, and the Mat- 
ter in the Sun, Planets and Stars, immaterial Be- 
ings and what they call Space are not included in 
his Deſcriptions. The later divine Penmen, in 
relating God's Actions or Operations in or con- 
cerning this created material Syſtem, have attri- 
buted them to his Spirit, or Strength, or Power 
in the Airs; as P/al. Ixviii. 34. Thy Strength is 
in the Clouds, E9c. and ſtiled them his Spirit, his 
Hand, his Miniſters, his Voice, his Breath, his 
Preſence, his Glory, his Attire, nay every thing 
leſs than himſelf ; call'd them his Throne, and 
mention'd the Heaven of Heavens, &c. Indeed 
his Operations in them and by them, were, and 
are, the viſible and permanent Evidence of his 
Power ; but the pious Tranſlators have imagin'd 
the Upper Heavens to he the Place of his more 
immediate Reſidence, and for Fear of robbing 
Heaven (which there is no Danger of, as long 
as they allow them to be his Seryants) have at- 
tributed all the Actions to him immediately, or 
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to the Acts of his Angels. His Throne implies 
no more in Matter, than the Matters where his 
Ordinances of the Airs were imparted, and by 
them his Miniſters executed there, and upon the 
Earth : The Heaven of Heavens implies no more 
than the preſent Sphere of Airs, which is com- 
pos'd of the Sphere of Airs which was created 
above and that which was created in the Abyſs, 
and now united, and fo the Airs of Airs : The 
Sun, Planets, and Stars are all in the fame 
Matter, the Expanſion of the Airs, as the Fowls 
flie in: The Deſcriptions of the Heavens are not 
to magnify, but diminiſh them, Solomon ſays, 
1 Kings viii. 27. Behold, the Heaven, and Heaven 
of Heavens cannot contain thee ; and God ſays, 
Ifa. Ixvi. 1. The Heaven is my Throne, and the 


. Earth is my Footſtool ; where is the Houſe that ye 


build unto me ? where is the Place of my Reſt ? 
Wiſd. of Sol. xi. 22. For the whole World before 
thee is as a little Grain of the Balance; yea, as a 
Drop of the Morning- Dew that falleth down upon the 
Earth. Our modern Philoſophers, they ſay, and 
I ſhall not now rob them of their Invention, 
have brought into their empty Space, which can 
do nothing in direct Oppoſition to Scripture, 
powerful, but inviſible Properties in ſolid Mat- 
ter to act in that Space; nay, the Sun and Pla- 
nets to extend their Power to the Earth, and 
each of them to each other reciprocally, and 
* taken away the Fluids, and the reveal'd 
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Power in Fluids, and the viſible Evidence of the 
Power of God. 


Ver. 9. And God ſaid, Let the Wa- 
ters under the Heaven be gathered 
together to one Place, and let the 
Dry Land appear: and it was ſo. 


"Tis remarkable, Moſes does not ſay here that 
God gathered the Waters together to one Place, 
or that God made the Dry Land to appear, but 
ſeemingly leaves theſe Actions to ſecond Caules : 
Theſe are left as Accidents of a lower Claſs, in- 
deed to be executed by the Agent eſtabliſhed : 
'The Waters next under the Heavens, and upon 
the Surfaces of the Earth, were to go to ſome 
Place where there were other Waters for them 
to mix or join with, and be in one Place. Po- 
lyglot. Vol. 6. p. 1. Flaminii Nobilii Note : In 
congregationes ſuas. In congregationem unam. W hat 
Place was this? The Seas, if they had been then 
in being, or the Conceptacula had been form'd, 
the Waters to go had been in them : were there 
other Waters in the Clouds, or above the high- 
eſt Extent of the Airs ? If thoſe here below had 
gone to them, then we ſhould have had no Wa- 
rers left : Where were the Waters they were to 
be gather'd to? Where was there any Room for 
them next the other Waters ? And what was to 
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fill the Room they were to leave ? Was there 
not a Place appointed for them? Yes certainly. 
But, as I hinted above, there was ſomething to 
be done before the Waters could go: There 
wanted Swallows and Inlets through, and alfo 
Cracks in and through the Shell; they were to 
be made; but that is both implied, and may be 
diſcover'd by Obſervation, ſo needed not be re- 
veal'd : And it muſt ſtand thus, Let the Waters 
next under the Airs and above the Earth be ga- 
ther'd at Inlets, or Funnels through the Sphere 
of Earth, and carried down to the Sphere of Wa- 
ters, into the Place of the Abyſs of Darkneſs or 
Airs; and let that Sphere of Waters which is 
below, and the Sphere of Waters which is to 
deſcend and change Places with the Airs which 
are now below, and which are to aſcend as the 
Waters go down, be in, or make one inclos'd or 
undivided Place, or an Abyſs, or Congregation 
of Waters, larger, by the Quantity of the Sphere 
of Waters which are below, than the Abyſs of 
Airs, that which goes down with them included. 
— But why one Place ? why not denominated 
from the Matter in the Place? This was juſt at 
the time when the Airs and Waters were to 
change Places, ſo could not be denominated from 
either. And it could not be miſtaken, - becauſe 
there was not at that time any other Place bound- 
ed: But moſt deſcriptively, becauſe Part of the 
Waters at that time was there, and the other 


Part 
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Part was to go to it, or them, and be together, 
or in one Place, or Congregation : And conſe- 
quently, let the Airs which are in the Abyſs, or 
the Abyſs of Airs, come up into the Place of 
Waters which go down; let it come in under 
the Airs which were above the Waters, going, 


ger by the Quantity of Airs which were in the 
Abyſs, which, when ſo join'd, are after call'd 
the open Firmament of Heaven ; and let them 
be alternately changed into Light; ſo that the 
Dry Land, which was form'd and hid with Wa- 
ters, may by Light in the Air appear. Synopl. 
Crit. Tom. 1. p. 8. Gen. i. 9. Corn. a Lapide 
Bonfrerius : Hoc die fecit Deus terram aſcendere 
in montes & ſubſidere in valles, & ingentes alveos, 
Sc. Bibl. Lat. cum Comment. Joh. Gordon, 
Vol. 1. p. 6. Ceterum facta eſt bæc congregatio 
aquarum; dum terra, antea rotunda, & tota aquis 
1 operta, fuit a Deo hinc eretta in montes & colles, 
[i illinc depreſſa in walles : & fic aqua ſe recepit ad 
1 loca magis depreſſa. Omitto viſcera intra terre voragi- 
li; nes. De Fluminibus vide Eccleſ. cap. i. V. 7. Quo 
modo inguam fluunt & refluunt. From ſuch Gueſ- 
[i ſes as theſe our Theoriſts took their Diſruption z 


WR and fancied Mountains, Valley, and Seas were 
| made ſo. 
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5 | Ver. 10. 


or gone, and make the Sphere of Airs above lar- 
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Ver. 10. And God called the Dry- 
Land Earth; and the Gathering to- 
gerher of the Waters he call'd Seas: 


And God call'd the Parts of the Earth which 
were firſt diffuſed in the Waters, and lately ſepa- 
rated from the Waters into ſolid Parts contiguous 
to each other; and then at the Surface of the 
Waters, or Dry Land, in Form of a hollow 
Sphere, fill'd with Waters and what they tore 
out of the Surfaces, and carried down with them 
by Part of the Airs and Part of the Waters, 
ſhifting or exchanging Places fituated between 
the two elementary Fluids, the Waters below or 
within, and the Airs or dry Element without or 
above, EARTH. Joh. Conradi Dieterici Antiq. 
Bibl. p. 40. Humilem depreſſum eſſe. And the Ga- 
therings, Drainings, or Gleanings of the Water 
which went laſt, when the Storehouſe was full, 
and were lodged in the Mouths of the Funnels, 
at the Entrances or Places where the great Store 
or Treaſure of Waters were gather'd in, or at 
the Barn- Doors, he called SE AS; Job xxviii. 
io. He cutteth out Rivers among the Rocks. Jonah 


hi. 6. I went down to the Bottoms of the Moun- o Hu. cu- 
ftains; 2 Eſdras xvi. 78. He hath ſhut the Sea in * 4 


the Midſt of the Waters — In Conceptacula, 
in the middle Sphere, in the Shell of Earth 
G which 
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which were, when they were made, between the 
two Spheres of Waters; but, when the upper 
Sphere of Waters was gone down, were upper- 
molt. Eccleſ. i. 7. All the Rivers run into the 
Sea, yet the Sea is not full : unto the Place from 
whence the Rivers came, thither they return again. And 
things were then as again after the Flood, when 
Moſes lays, Exod. xx. 4. Quæ ſunt in Celis ſupra, 
aut que in terra infra, aut que in aquis infra ter- 
ram. Pl. xxxiii. 7. Ipſe congregavit quaſi in cumulum 
aquas, maria, & ponit velut in theſauris abyſſos ; 
and ſays nothing of any other Waters. Indeed, 
the Heavens of Heavens, and the Waters above 
the Heavens are mention'd, Pal. cxlvii. 4, F- 
Praiſe him, ye Heavens of Heavens, and ye Waters 
that (be) above the Heavens. Let them praiſe the 
Name of the Lord : for be commanded, and they 
were created. But this refers plainly to them as 
they were created, or at fartheſt when the Wa- 
ters were divided, and not as they (be) ; and there 
is no Verb in the Hebrew, ſo muſt be underſtood 
(were); and tho', when the Law was given, the 
Airs were together, and the Waters together, 
each in one Congregation, except ſome ſmall 
Quantities diffus'd into each other, they ſtill 
write each in the plural Number, as Celos, Aby/- 
ſos Which ſhews, that ſome Interpreters think 


there are more Abyſſes than one, and more Hea- 
vens than one. 


Moſes 
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Moſes ſpoke of created things, in whatever Sphere 
or Place they were at the time he ſpoke of, with 
no reſpect to the Space which contain'd them; only 
deſcrib'd their Situation in reſpect to one another; 
when Alterations were made in any of their Con- 
ditions, whether in the ſame Place or Situation, or 
another, he changes their Names: He ſays, that 
the Earth was created, and that the Parts of the 
Earth were looſe, and in ſuch a Figure, that they 
encompals'd ſomething which was void of Earth 
ſomething of leis Denſity than that which envi- 
rons it, or them; and that he calls an Abyſs, or 
Store-houſe of Darkneſs, or dark Airs; and cal- 
led the Mixture of looſe Parts of the Earth, 
which were to be ſome ſolid, and the greateſt 
Part fluid, and which he had call'd Earth, and 
which contain'd all terreſtrial Matter, WarEkRS ; 
(as he call'd both Night and Day, the Darkneſs 
bearing ſmall Proportion, Day prelently after ; ) 
and he calld all above, or which encompaſs'd 
the Waters, the Spirit of God, or AlRs, which 
God had put into Motion: Then a great Part 
of the Sphere, call'd Waters, was, if the Place 
had been meaſur'd by Diſtance from the Center 
in that Sphere or Place where Fowl flie now, 
which we call the Atmoſphere : and if the Place 
had kept the Name of the thing named in it, 
we muſt have call'd that Sphere, inſtead of Hea- 
ven, Waters; but it had that Name changed 
ſince 5 when Airs came into it, and changed 
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Names twice at the Flood, as the Matter chan- 
ged Place, when the Separation and Diviſion 
were made: He, by way of Diſtinction, call'd 
the Sphere of Waters under the Earth and above 
the Expanſion in the Orb of Airs in the Abyſs, 
which were ſeparated from the Parts of Earth 
which roſe, The Waters above or next above 
the Expanſion of the Airs: and the Sphere of 
Waters above the Earth, which were ſeparated 
from the Parts of the Earth which funk and were 
under the Expanſion in the open Airs, The Wa- 
ters under or next under the Expanſion in the 
open Airs : and when the Waters under or next 
under the Airs were order'd to go, and were gone 
down to, and mixt with, the reſt in one Place 
or Congregation, {till ſomething of leſs Denſity 
than that which incloſes it or them, he calls an 
Abyſs of Waters; and he calls the Darkneſs, or 
Airs, which came out of the Abyſs, or the Abyſs 
of Darkneſs, which came into the Sphere which 
the Waters which were above the Surface of the 
Earth had lately poſſeſs'd and left, and were pre- 
ſently in the ſame Condition as the Airs above 
that Sphere, and mixt with them, alternately 
Light and Darkneſs z and ſoon after call'd them, 
the open Expanſion of the Airs, whoſe Powers 
ſhall be ſhaken, Matt. xxiv. 29, Luc. xxi. 26. and 
which is to periſh, Job xiv. 12. Pſal. cii. 26. Iſai. 
XXXkiv. 4. Ibid. li. 6. Matt. xxiv. 35. And call'd 
the ſolid Subſtance or Sphere, which was _ 
TALE 
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rated from the Waters, Earth; and the Waters 
which remain'd in the deepeſt Furrows, which 
the Waters which went down tore in the Surface 
of the Earth at their going off, Seas. The ſhift- 


ing of Airs and Waters will be more fully proy'd 
at the Flood. 


And God ſaw that it was good. 


That it anſwer'd, and would anfwer the Ends 
it was deſign'd for: and no doubt was vaſtly more 
fruitful, more commodious, and more pleaſant 
than the preſent Earth; but I have not yet ſeen 
one Scheme, or one tolerable Gueſs publiſh'd, to 
ſhew what made it ſo. 

If any ſhould ask my Opinion, why God did 
not create things perfect at once, but in Atoms, 
and produc'd a Cauſe to form them by Degrees 
ſucceſſively : And why Moſes is ſo particular in 
theſe and all the other Formations, Changes of 
Conditions, Situations, c. Beſides the Reaſons 
aſſign'd of inſtructing Men in uſeful Knowledge, 
and preventing Adoration of the Agents employ'd 
in keeping up the CEconomy , he has an Op- 
portunity, beſides his Creation, to ſhew that it 
was his Spirit, and not the Spirit of the World, 
which produc'd Motion, c. ro ſhew that Light 
is not the Iſſue of the Sun, but the Sun the Iſſue 
of Light; to ſhew that the Origin of all Bodies 
was from impalpable Duſt; and his Wiſdom and 
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Power in infuſing a Power into an inviſible thin 
Fluid to act, before there were two Atoms of So- 
lids together; and to ſort, form, unite and keep 
them together, place and keep them in proper 
Situations, Sc. and thereby his continued Domi- 
nion and Operation upon Matter, which could 
not have appcar'd fo plainly, if he had made and 
only reveal'd that he had created all things per- 
fect, or in the State they were in when form'd ; 
perhaps, then Men would always have doubted, 
whether Solids were not the Cauſe of Motion, 
and whether he could have diſſolv'd them. Why 
was Man made of Atoms ? Was it not to ſhew, 
that he, who collected and once put them toge- 
ther, could diſſolve and collect them again, when 
diſpers'd ? 

W hat Motion in the Air produces, how it is 
continued, what Light is, how it is now propa- 
gated, what this Expanſion is, how it is perform- 
ed, what Effects it has upon that which is expand- 
ed, what Effects it has upon that it compreſſes 
in its different Degrees, and in their different Con- 
ditions and Situations, belongs in Part to a De- 
{cription of the ſolid Parts of the Earth, &c. and 
are coupled together Sapient. vii. 17. 1pſe enim 
mihi dedit eorum que ſunt cognitionem certam, ut 


cognoſcam conſtitutionem mundi, & vim element orum. 
But indeed to ſeveral other Works. 


* 


»* Ht — * 


OF THE 


DISSOLUTION 


AND : 


REFORMATION. 


HE Revelation of the Flood, or 
2 What happen d then, which was re- 
el » ducing the Earth to its firſt State, 
and a Parallel Act to the firſt For- 
mation of it, differs much from the 

Revelation of the Creation, and firſt Formation. 
There were living Witneſſes, who ſaw many of 
the Particulars which he relates of the Flood, 
and ſurviv'd; and Relations of what they faw 
were doubtleſs handed down, and well known, 
when Moſes writ : And as the Earth has remain'd 
from the Flood as it was when he writ, they 
had, and we have natural Evidences of many 
things, 
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things, which he needed not reveal z and there 
are many things which he has reveal'd, which 
neither they who ſaw and ſurviv'd the Flood, nor 
thoſe ſince, nor we, could have known, though 
ſeveral of them, as they are reveal'd, may be 
prov'd to be true by natural Evidence. And there 
were ſome Alterations made ſoon after the firſt 
Formation of the Earth, which, perhaps, would 
have ſome different Effects in the ſecond Forma- 
tion of the Earth, during the Flood; which, 
tis likely, anſwer'd the End of diſſolving the 
Earth. That there was a Flood which deſtroy'd 
all the Men and Animals, which are related to 
have been deſtroy'd, needs no proving z but what 
I take for granted, and what I have ſeen natural 
Evidence enough to prove, viz. that the Parts 
of the Earth, Stone, Metals, Fc. were diſſolv'd 
at the Flood, and that the Remains of Animals, 
Sc. found in Stone, are really ſuch, has lately 
been counted a Diſcovery or two. Many Re- 
mains of Animals and Vegetables preſerv'd in 
Stone, Clay, Sand, Sc. have been collected, and 
produc'd, forted into Claſſes, and a Liſt of hard 
Names pick'd out for them: Collections have al- 
ſo been made of the Remains of Animals, which 
have lately liv'd, and of Vegetables which have 
lately grown, to compare and prove to thoſe who 
never look'd into the Earth, or Sea, that each 
Species of them are alike in all Reſpects. Others 
have diſcoyer'd, that there was no Diſſolution, 

and 
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and account for the Shells other ways. The 
various Tranſlations of ſeveral Words in Scrip— 
ture, which relate to this, ſome before, and ſome 
after, and ſome Heathen blind Evidence, have 
been cited to prove that there was. And every 
thing which has been diſcover'd, or ſhall be diſ- 
cover'd in this Affair, or about putting it toge- 
ther again, is to be ſuppreſs'd, or ſeizd, and ap- 
ply'd to their Uſe and Purpoſes, right or wrong, 
without any Account. And the one argues thus; 
Max. Bibl. vet. Patrum. Vol. 6. p. 381. Pauli. 
Oroſii. Lib. 1. Ibid. Mag. Bibl. vet. Pat. Tom. 5. 
Pars 1. p. 339. Cum poſt fabricam, ornatumque 
mandi hujus, homo, quem rectum atque immacu- 
latum fecerat Deus, morte ſe ſubſtraviſſet, ac per- 
inde humanum genus, libidinibus depravatum pecca- 
tis abſorbuiſſet, continuo injuſtam licentiam juſta 
punitio conſecuta eſt. Sententiam creatoris Dei & 
gadicis, peccanti homini ac terre propter hominem 
deſtinatum, ſemperque dum homines terram habita- 
verint, duraturam, omnes inviti licet, aut probamus 
negando, aut confitendo toleramus, obſtinatiſque men- 
tibus teſtis ſibi infirmitas ſua inurit, quibus fidelis 
ſeriptura non ſuaſerit. Deinde refuſo in omnem 
terram mari, immiſſoque diluvio, cum toto orbe con- 
tecto unum ſpatium celi eſſet ac pelagi, deletum fu- 
iſſe univerſum humanum genus, paucis in arcd ſidei 
ſue merito ad ſubſtituendum originem reſervatis, e- 
videntiſſime veraciſſimi ſcriptores docent. Fuiſſè ta- 
men etiam illi conteſtati ſunt, qui preterita quidem 

H tempora, 


Gen. vi. 


Gen vii. 
Eccleſ. xliv. 


Gen. viii, 
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tempora, ipſumque auttorem temporum neſcientes, 
tamen ex indicio & conjeftura lapidum, quos in re- 
motis montibus conchis & oſtreis ſcabros, ſæpe etiam 
cavatos aquis viſere ſolemus, conjiciendo didicerunt. 
Procopii Gazzi Sophiſtæ Comment. in Geneſ. 
cap. 7. p. 100. Dum inquit fontes abyſſi & cata- 


ratlas cali, aperte indicat univerſam viſibilem crea- 
turam aqueo humore circundari. Itaque in an- 


tiquam barbariem revoluta eſt terra, iterum facta 
informis & inviſibilis. Illam rudem confufionem 
ſubminiſtrant aquæ ime & ſummæ iterum confluen- 
tes in antiquam colluviem.— Ibid. cap. 8. p. 101. 
Etiam aliis multis evidenter demonſtrari poteſt uni- 
ver ſalem inundationem invaſiſſe terram, quibus per- 
ſuadentur illi, qui difficulter fidem habent Moſs iſta 
explicanti. Adhuc enim in arduis montibus & adi- 
tu difficilibus oftenduntur reliquie marine, ſcilicet 
conche & teſtitudinum teſtæ, aliaque haud diſſimi- 
lia que & nos ſepius vidimus. And the other 
thus. Max. Bibl. ver. Patr. Tom. 27. De Euſta- 
tii in Hexæm. Comment. p. 33. Nam & noſtris 
biſce temporibus in vertice Libani, lapides quidam 
ad ædiſicandum excidentes marinorum piſcium varia 
genera inveniunt, quos tunc in cavis illis montium 
luto defixos concreſcere contigit. Alphonſ. Toſtat. 
Tom. 1. p. 157. The antient Philoſophers cited 
by Albert. Magn. Lib. ſuo De natura loci — Sci- 
licet quia in aliquibus locis eſt talis vis mineralis, 
quod non ſolum aqua vertitur in lapides, & aliæ ma- 
teria, ſed etiam animalia, que in illa loca inciderint, 

integra 
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integra convertantur in Lapidem, declinantem ali- 
qualiter ad rubedinem; unde dicit ſimilia corpora 
lapidea tam hominum quam beſtiarum eſſe inventa. 
= Probatio autem quod illa fuerint vera animalia 
eſt, quia non ſolum exterius, ſed etiam interius inve- 
niuntur omnia lineamenta, quæ inveniuntur in veris 
animalibus ſecundum ſpeciem : ſed iſtud fuit impoſ- 
ſibile fieri opere humano, quia artifex poterat Lapi- 
des exterius ſculpere, ſed non interius unde conſtat 
certiſſimo argumento iſta fuiſſe quondam vera ani- 
malia, &c. Lodovici Celii Lectionum antiqua- 
rum Lib. 30. p. 1691. Vitruvius ſcribit etiam, 
virtute quodam univerſali vegetabilia & animantia 
quoque deformari in lapides poſſe. I know not that 
there was any great Neceſſity for Moſes to reveal 
what affords plain Evidence to the Senſes ; nor 
did the other ſacred Writers mention it as a Diſ- 
covery, but in enumerating the Acts wherein 
God had manifeſted his Power over Matter. Mo- 
ſes ſpeaks plainly enough, and doubtleſs, where 
his Cotemporaries thought there was any Need, 
explain'd his Writings by Words to the then //- 
reelites z which would be handed down by Tra- 
dition, or, perhaps, by Writing ; and he will 
ſpeak till plainer to us than they have lately made 
him ſpeak, when the things are a little better un- 
derſtood ; and alſo the other Writers, as well 
thoſe which are ſacred, as thoſe counted Apocry- 
phal, allowing for the Hebrew Manner of ex- 
preſſing their Tenſes, when ſpeaking of the Woo 
H 2 0 
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of God, as attempted to be explain'd. Synop/es 
Critici, Tom. 1. p. 7. and in other Places: And 
that there is frequently no Verb, ſo no Tenſe ; 
and conſidering the Conditions and Situations 
each of the things were in at the time each of 
them ſpoke of, and that no Tenſe could aſcertain 
the time, without mentioning the Day, and the 
Situation of other things : and thoſe antient Fa- 
thers, who preſerv'd and convey'd the lively Ora- 
cles of God downward for us, and who, perhaps, 
had ſcen other Writings not now extant, have 
not been ſo ignorant and forgetful in this Mat- 
ter, as ſome pretend. But to return to Moſes. 


GEN. vi. 13. 
I will deſtroy them with the Earth. 


Synopſis Crit. Tom. 1. p. 82. Gen. vi. 13. 1p- 
ſam terram.| Arius Montanus | at Perſ. habet; 
corrumpam eis terram] ipſa terra ſalſedine pejorata 
fuit — Lira. Hebræi dicunt, quod tres palmi de 
ſuper ficie terre fuerunt labefattati, & in aquam 
converſi, What they mean by three, I cannot 
tell; but they have ſuch another Expreſſion a- 
bout the Firmament. Polyglot. Tom. 4. Targ. 
Et fecit Dominus expanſum, ſuſtentans ipſum tribus 
digitis inter extremitates Cœlorum & aquas Oceani. 
The firſt Part is a Repetition of the ſeventh 
Verſe, a poſitive Declaration of a thing lately 

determin'd ; 
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determin'd; and the ſecond Part ſeems to refer 
to an old one, viz. Gen. iv. 17. Curſed is the 
Ground for thy Sake ; a thing long ago deter- 
min'd, and the Determination here is, that he 
will deftroy the Creatures with the Earth. Bur 
as the Franſlators put from in the Margin inſtead 
of with, we muſt not depend upon a Prepoſition, 
but ſee what was threaten'd by the Execution; 
for tho' none, that I remember, have ſo much is 
hinted, that Moſes mentions the Execution upon 
the Earth; I dare ſay, Moſes would not make 
ſuch a Slip: He would expreſs every thing that 
was neceſſary, and leave nothing ſhort, but what 
might, by being ſeen, give Confirmations of his 
Deſcription. Deſtroying might, in relation to 
\Animals, imply taking away their Lives ; and 
with relation to the Earth, making it unfit for 
Uſe, or unfit to anſwer its Ends: and this might 
have been done to the Creatures, without deſtroy- 
ing the Earth; or the Earth might have been 
made uſeleſs, in degree, or wholly, without de- 
ſtroying the Creatures, till they had been reduc'd 
to ſhort Allowance ; or 'till they had died of Fa- 
mine: and the Word, which they render deftroy, 
cannot be applied particularly to Diſſolution, be- 
cauſe the Cruſt might have been broke and ſunk, 
and ſo effectually deſtroy d; but more certainly, 
becauſe all Land-Animals, which were included 
in this Deſtruction, were not diſſolv'd to Atoms, 
as the Earth was. And if the Word had cer- 
tainly 
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tainly fignified to d:/olve, the Creatures were diſ- 
ſolv'd, by ſeparating the Fluids from the Solids : 
And if the Parts or Fragments of Stone, which 
were only contiguous to, and independent of 
one another, had been ſeparated, the Earth had 
been diſſolv'd, without diſſolving it to Atoms. 


Ver. 17. And behold, I, even I, do 


bring a Flood of Waters upon the 
Earth, to deſtroy all Fleſh, where- 
in is the Breath of Life, from un- 
der Heaven : and every thing that 
is in the Earth ſhall die. 


Whatever the Derivation or Meaning of the 
Word for Flood might be, with relation to the 
Earth, if it means only what is clear, that the 
Flood was brought, or was to be the Means, to 
deſtroy all Fleſh, it will ſtand thus; This is not, 
let there be, or, let the Agents which I have 
eſtabliſh'd, or, let us bring; but I, even J, in 
direct Oppoſition to all the Orders which I had 
eſtabliſh'd in Matter, I will ſuperſede Nature fo, 
as to make the lighteſt Matter deſcend, and hea- 


vier aſcend, ro puniſh and deſtroy this wicked 


Generation, in the moſt terrible Manner. Crit. 
Sacri Tom. 1. p. 136. Gen. vi. 17. Munſterus. 
Vocant Hebrzi Diluvium 7120 cujus etymologia 

ſecundum 
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ſecundum R. S. ducitur a da confundere; quia per 
ipſum hc inferiora omnia fuerunt confuſa. Kimbi 
vero ducit a Radice 79 quod ſignificat defluere & 
marceſcere. If it means what they ſay, with re- 
lation to both the Creatures and the Earth, it will 
ſtand thus; to diſſolve the very Earth, which 
ſupported them in their Luxury, and reform the 
Earth in ſuch a manner, as to abate the Means 
of their Luxury; put the new Race under the 
Neceſſity of hard Labour, &c. and fo execute 
the Curſe pronounced ſome time ago; and lodge 
even in its moſt ſolid Parts the Remains of thoſe 
Creatures and Vegetables I ſhall deſtroy; that 
there may be laſting Evidence of this Deſtruction, 
and of the Manner of it, to all ſucceeding Gene- 
rations. Whatever appears to have been done, 
was done by him; though the Actions were con- 
trary to Rules, nothing was done by Chance; 
and whatever was done, the Words expreſs, or 
imply. But the Certainty of this Action is not 
left to the Implication of a Word, in a WY 
or Decree. 
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GEN. vii. 4. 


For yet ſeven Days, and I will cauſe 
it to rain upon the Earth forty Days 
and forty Nights: and every living 
Subſtance that I have made, will I 


deſtroy from off the Face of the 
Earth. 


Alphonſi Toſtati, Tom. 1. p. 74. Queſt. 7. 
Gen. vii. 4. Delebo omnem Subſtantiam quam feci.] 
Vocat ſubſtantiam viventem animam : quia res in- 
animata, ut terra, & arbores, non corrupte, vel 
delete ſunt, ſed pejorate ſunt : licet enim diluvium 
tuleret ſuperficiem terre, & converteret in aquas, 
Ec. This, if Subſtance mean viventem, and Fa- 
ces Superficiem, 1s a Limitation, or an Appoint- 
ment when he would begin to produce the Means, 
which ſhould deſtroy all Fleſh, and fo haſten and 
fix Noah's time of going into the Ark; and if 
he had declared before, that he would deſtroy 
them with the Earth, this was alſo fixing the 
Time when he would begin to deſtroy the Earth ; 
and though the Rain did not deſtroy or diſſolve 


the Earth, the Cauſe that rais'd the Rain had the 
firſt Hand in deſtroying it. 


Ver. 11. 
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Ver. 11. The ſame Day were all the 
Fountains of the great Deep broken 
up and the Windows of Heaven 


Were opened. 


What the great Deep is has been explain'd 
and thoſe Inlets, Apertures, or Places, at which 
the Water went down through the Sphere, or 
Shell of Earth, or Stone, to let the Dry-Land 
appear, were now, by the coming up of the 
Water, at firſt made Springs, Spouts, or Foun- 
tains z and together with the Paiſages of Springs, 
this Day, by the Force upon, or of, the Waters, 
broke up, or broken open upwards, to make Paſ- 
ſage for the Water to aſcend. What theſe Foun- 
tains were appears yet plainer, by the ſame Words 
being us'd, where the P/almift Ixxviii. 15. ſpeak- 
ing of Moſes ſplitting the Rock, and making the 
Sides contract this Way and that Way, leaving 
an Opening, through which the Waters guſh'd 
out. Joh. de la Hay. Arbor Vitz Concion. in 
Gen. cap. vii. V. 11. p. 782. Rupti ſunt omnes 
fontes Abyſſi magnæ] Facilior erit horum ver- 
borum intelligentia, fi indagemus quid hoc in loco 
fegnificet Abyſſus, gue nihil aliud eſt quam locus ab- 
ſconditus in viſceribus terre, in quo aquæ latent, & 
de quo emanant fontes & lacus : dicitur autem hc 
Abyſſus magna, ad differentiam aliquarum exigua- 

rum 
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ram terre concavitatum; hec enim erat quaſi om- 
nium matrix, cui omnes per venas & meatus conjun- 
guntur , illius ergo abyſſi magnæ rupti ſunt fontes, 
quaſi diceret, tanta aquarum copia ex illa abyſſo 
erupit, ut ordinarii illius meatus diſrumperentur ad 
modum torrentis terra concluſi; quia nimia vi aqua- 
rum diſrumpit alveos & aggeres, quibus quaſi car- 
cere includebatur ; ita ut omnia ſubmergat & inun- 
det : non ſolum autem rupti ſunt fontes illius Aly se 
fi, ſed mare egreſſum eſt limites ſuos, effundens ſe 
ſuper terram, & flumina maximo impetu eruperunt. 
Thar is, thoſe Parts of the Shell, whoſe Sides or 
Edges form'd thoſe Paſſages, were broke, and fo 
the Paſſages open'd, or were broken open up- 
ward. The Windows of Heaven have been ta- 
ken for imaginary Falls of Water from above the 
Heavens, from the Clouds, from the Air turning 
into Water, Sc. Synopſ. Crit. Tom. 1. p. 97. 
Cataractæ Cœli.— Feneſtræ, vel Foramina, Emiſ- 
ſaria, ſive Cataractæ Cœli; i. e. Aeris, ut Gen. i. 
7. Eſa. xxiv. 18. Crit. Sacri, Tom. 1. p. 147. 
Druſius. Nam Cataractæ teſte Hieron. Foramen 
eſt in pariete quale illud per quod Fumus tranſit. 
Jeſ. Ix. 8. ut Columbæ SMNAMR N. A Sym. eie 
Sveidas & urdy, ad feneſtras ſuas. Jela. xxiv. 18. 
Feneſtræ Coli apertæ fuerunt. — Jel. li. 6. Cæ- 
los velut Fumum evanituros eſſe == Tis plain, Ca- 
taractæ ſignify Windows, Holes, Sluices, or 
Flood-gates, or Cracks, or Chinks in Walls, or 
Buildings, ſuch as Smoak paſſes through out of 

one 
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one Houſe or Room into another, or Windows, 
ſuch as Pigeons go in at into Houſes, or Cracks, 
or Holes in the Walls of great Buildings, or 
Racks, ſuch- as Pigeons creep into, and harbour 
in. This Word is moſt clearly compar'd, and is 
the very ſame they ſay it is. The Airs, and the 
Abyſs of Waters, are each call'd God's Store- 
houſe ; and the Wall between them is the Sphere 
of the Earth, or Cruſt, or Shell of Strata of 
Stone, in which there are innumerable Cracks, 
through which the Fumes, or Vapours, or Mix- 
tures with Air, like Smoak, continually paſs at 
the ſame Paſſage, ſometimes up for Rain, Sc. and 
ſometimes down. Malachi iii. 10. FI will not 
open you the Windows of Heaven, and * pour you 
out a Bleſſing that there ſhall not be room enough 
to receive it. But at this time the Airs were for- 
ced down thro? theſe Sluices in Cataracts into the 
Abyſs, with ſuch Violence, as to break or force 
them open; and indeed, I think, to force out 
the Waters, and poſſeſs their Place: or, at leaſt, 
if the firſt Force was from below, which broke 
up the Fountains, and alſo forc'd open theſe to 
hurry through them, and ſupply the Place of the 
Water: And ſo as Polyglot. Tom. 3. p. 30. Job 
xiv. 11. Abierunt aque de mari & fluvius exſicca- 
bitur & areſcet. Ibid. Vulg. Lat. Quomodo ſi re- 
cedant aquæ de mari, & fluvius vacuefatius areſcat. 
2 Eſdr. viii. 33. Whoſe Look drieth up the Depths. 
If Druſius had known the things, as well as lie- 
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nimus underſtood the Word, he would have put 
in the whole Verſe ; — bo are theſe that fly 
as a Cloud, and as the Doves to their Windows ? 
and would alſo have added the Effects of their 
being forced open, in that and the next Verſe ; 
— For the Windows from on high are open, and the 
Foundations of the Earth do ſhake ; the Earth is ut- 
terly broke down, the Earth is clean diſſolved, the 
Earth is moved exceedingly. Bartolog. Biblioth. 
Rabbini Vol. 2. p. 449. In Gemara. In anno ſex- 
centeſimo annorum vitæ Noe, in menſe ſecundo, in 
ſeptimo decimo die menſis R. Eliezer dicit : Illa dies 
fait decima ſeptima Marcheſcvan ( menſis Oftobris ) 
die qua conſtellatio di Chima aſcendit, de die & 
fontes prevalent," & quia mutaverunt (homines) o- 
pera ſua, immutavit Deus ſanctus benediftus ſuper 
eos ordinem rerum inſtitutum a primordio mundi, & 
aſcendere juſit Aftrum Chima in die, & tulit duas 
fellas, & induxit diluvium in Mundum. Bibl. 
Ibid. p. 441. R. Joſue dicit. Illa dies fuit ſeptima 
tar (menſis Aprilis) dies qua, conſtellatio Chima e- 
mergitur in die, & fontes imminuuntur., & quia 
( homines ævi illius) mutaverunt opera ſua, Deus 
ſanctus benediftus permutavit eis Opus Bereſchith, 
(Ordinem inſtitutum in ſex primis diebus creationis) 
E aſcendere fecit Chima in die, & tulit Deus duas 
fellas de Chima & invexit in orbem diluvium. Ibid. 
p. 443. Homines enim quia omnes nature leges per- 
verterant, voluit etiam & Deus nature ordinem 
n ut per quæ peccaverat homo, per eadem 


puni- 
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puniretur. Jacob. Capell. Hiſt. ſacra & exot. 
p. 27. citatus in Seder. Olam. c. 4. Homines, in- 
quit R. Joſue, vias ſuas perverterant, Deus vi- 
ciſſim creationis 3 i. e. nature ordinem invertit. 
Here is the Fondation of one of our Theories 
from a Miſtake of an imaginary watry Conſtella- 
tion for the Windows of Heaven, as good an 
Origin as his Theory of primitive Chriſtianity. 
Sancti Baſilii in Hexæmeron.  Homil. 1. Tom. 1. 
p- 14. Nam cum ſurſum verſus nos movemur, terrea 
natura tum gravamur: cum infra petimus, vim tum 
inferimus igneæ deorſum illam contra naturam tra- 


hentes. Elementorum autem ad contraria loca diſe Cav Di: 


tractio, cauſa profecto fit diſſolutionis & ruine : 
quod enim coattum eſt & præter naturam, quum pa- 
rum reſiſtat vix etiam ac violenter.; id omne cito ad- 
modum in ea diſſolvi, ex quibus conſtitit, ſolet : dum 
quicquid aliunde venerat in locum proprium redit. 
'This was at the Beginning of the Time fix'd by 
God, and this is all the Deſtruction, or Diſſolu- 
tion of the Earth, which Moſes expreſſes to have 
been executed; and a very terrible Execution it 
was, no leſs than the Shell of Stone broke up in 
many Parts, and ſhatter'd in all the reſt, into 
ſmall Fragments, and diſlocated at once. All the 
Inlets, Under-Seas, Lakes, c. made Fountains 
and all the Strata which form'd their Sides, and 
the Sides of the old Springs or Fountains, thrown 
up unto the Surface : Spouts of Vapours to darken 
the Sky, and vaſt Spouts of Water riſing like 
Fountains, 
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Fountains, making a dreadful Noife, riſing in 
the Sea, and running to the Sea, and the Sca ri- 
ſing and driving the People, Sc. to the Moun- 
tain Tops, their laſt Shift; where they with 
Fright, Rain, Hunger, or thoſe who ſurvived 
"till the Waters came, periſh'd by them. Tho 
this Shock mult break and ſhatter the Shell in a 
vaſt many Places, if there had been nothing elſe, 
yet this is but Part; the Windows, he does not 
tay all this Day, the Paſſages, or Windows of 
the Airs were open'd ; a very extenſive Expreſſi- 
on; beſides the Diviſions between the Strata; as 


ſoon as the Strata were form'd, they contracted, 
and crack'd, not only in perpendicular Fiſſures, 


but crack d in all Directions, moſtly into very 
ſmall Fragments, as appears in this Earth; and 
thoſe Cracks are of great Uſe in Nature, and ve- 
ry much for our Service, as may be ſhew'd in 
their proper Place. In the narroweſt Accepta- 
tion the Paſſages of the Airs are through every 
Fiſſure, and between every Fragment of Stone, 
and they are ſo many, that moſt Sorts of Strata 


are divided by great Cracks, into Pieces of per- 


haps a Tun Weight, (except Freeſtone and Mar- 
ble, whoſe Blocks are often larger;) and when 
one of thoſe Fragments is looſe and ſhaken it falls 
aſunder into ſmaller Fragments, with Sides, Fa- 
ces, and of Sizes fit for Walling, Paving, the 
Slates ſplit, Ce. and though thoſe of Freeſtone 


more 


and Marble do not eaſily fall aſunder, they are, 
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more eſpecially the Marble, full of ſmall crooked 
Cracks. If you uſe any Force to thefe Frag- 
ments, moſt of them will ſplit or break, at al- 
moſt inviſible Cracks, to Shivers. How far the 
Parts were divided, and the Cracks open'd at 
firſt, is not to be determin'd ; but they were o- 
pen'd, and the Fragments diftanc'd ſo wide, ot 
in fo many Places, that 'the Airs went down into 
the Abyſs as faſt as the Waters came up, Quan- 
tity for Quantity. But the Continnance and Re« 
petition of this Force would by Degrees reduce 
them ſmaller and ſmaller. It would not have an- 
ſwer' d the End to diſſolve them all at once; for 
the Shell was to hang together, till a proper Pro- 
portion of the Waters was come up to the Sur- 
face, and it was to diſſolve upward and down- 
ward, or elſe the new Shell would have been 
fmaller, or larger, than the old one was. The 
breaking up of the Fountains of rhe Abyſs was 
underſtood; and this is that the Writers run up- 
on, that the Earth was broken, or lamed; and 
this is in Truth what is ſaid by Phil. Judæus, 
p. 357. Omnes enim terre partes ſubmerſæ ſunt, ut 
illa oppre ſſa mundus magna ſui portione mutilaretur, 
& qui prius integer fuerat, mancus, quod cogitatu 
dictuque nefas eſt, eſſe videretur; and molt of them, 
that the Earth, that is, the Mould, Clay, &c. 
upon the Surface, was taken up into the Water. 
If we carry this Expreſſion of the Paſſages of 
the Airs being open'd to the utmoſt Extent, the 
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Waters, much more the Airs, paſs between the 
Grains or Sands of moſt Sorts of Stone; and 
perhaps it will at ſome time appear that the Parts 
of the Airs paſs between every Atom of Stone, 
and then the Words imply a Diſſolution, as it 
really was, though executed by Degrees, as Men, 
Sc. were deſtroy'd. The firſt Part, the Diſ- 
ruption of the Shell, is expreſs'd by Moſes, and 
was ſeen, heard, and felt by all Men, who had 
thoſe Senſes when they periſh'd z and if Noah, 
Sc. were not gone into the Ark, ſeen and heard 
by them alſo, and *tis likely that drove them in; 
and if they were gone in, doubtleſs they heard 
it. The Diſruption dream'd of after the Refor- 
mation in the new Shell, which is ſuppos'd to 
be under Water, was neither ſeen, heard, nor 
felt; nor do there remain any Footſteps of it. 
And the latter Part, the opening of the Paſſages 
of the Airs, doubtleſs, was both ſeen and heard 
but whether underſtood by the Survivors, I am 
not certain. 


Ver. 12. And the Rain was upon the 
Earth forty Days and forty Nights. 
I ſuppoſe that which roſe much farther than 


the Surface, or in Vapours, either at firſt, or 
ſucceſſively, was forty Days in falling. 


Ver. 19. 
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Ver. 19. And the Waters prevail d 
exceedingly upon the Earth, and all 
the high Hills that were des the 
whole Heaven were covered. 


Ver. 20. Fifteen Cubits upward did 
the Waters prevail, and the Moun- 
tains were cover d. | 


The Mountains, whether ſhatter'd, or diſſol- 
ved, were yet ſubſiſting, newly cover'd, and not 
yet taken up into the Water. This is mention'd 
to deſcribe the Means by which all Fleſh pe- 
riſhed. 


Ver. 23. And every living Subſtance 
was deſtroyed which was upon the 
Face of the Ground, both Man, 
and Cattel, and the creeping things, 

and the Fowl of the Heavens; and 
they were deſtroy d from the Earth, 


Er. 


Synopſis Crit. Tom. 1. p. 99. Gen. vii. 23. 
Delevit omnem . Jun. & Tremel. quod 
K ſtabat: 
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ſlabat : Oleaſter quod ſubſiſtebat. Whether this 
has any Relation to the Fragments, Parts of the 
Earth, that which ſubſiſted of the Earth, or 
only to Animals, has not been ſufficiently clear'd 
by late Wilen. This was the time which ſeem- 
ed to be fixed, and, tis like, they went toge- 
ther : but Job {rems to ſay, the Earth went firſt. 
Sancti Baſil. Orat. 7. p. 28. Ibid. in Max. Bibl. vet. 
Patr. T. 8. p. 428. Ibid. in Mag. Bibl. vet. Patr. 
T. y. Pars 3. p.416. Ibid. in Joh. Conradi Diete- 
rici Antiq. Bibl. p. 105, 106. Superne cœlum torrentes 
jaculabatur, inferne terra Abyſſos relaxabat, & dum 
aque emergebant ad aquas elementares create res re- 
digebantur. Nulla jam aride, mariſque diſcretio 
unius fluent: alveo continebantur omnia; non jam 
ſcaturigines & lacus, non fontes cum voluptate flu- 
entes, ſed immanibus undis demergebantur univerſa; 
non germinum ſpecies, & arborum flores; non urbes 
non planicies ulla, non montium vertices; ſed omnia 
fluttus inter naufragium faciebant communi operta 
ſepulchro. Oratio 6. p. 31. Quando terram rur- 
ſus abyſſus & tenebra obtinebat, atque in priſcam 
confuſionem mundus inclinabat.— Dauſqueii No- 
tæ p. 329, — E., mundum ad prima elementa re- 
Ferri ex quibus goixeiois omnia Geneſees primo ſunt 
conflata. Joh. Conradi Dieterici Antiq. Bibl. Gen. 
vii. p. 106. Dei ira mundus exaqueſcebat, ut Cen- 
ſorini verbo utamur --Leonh. Leſſium 3. de perf. mo- 
ribuſque div. S. p. 35 1. At ibi, non aliqua Civi- 
fas aut Regmm ſed totius terrarum orbis cum omni. 

bus 
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bus fuis incolis opibus & ornamentis deletus. Mag. 
Bibl. vet, Patrum. Tom. 6. p. 404. Alcimi 
Aviti de Diluvio Mundi. Ibid. Bibl. vet. Patr. 
per La Bigne Tom. 8. p. 608. Alcimi Aviti Vi- 
ennenſis Archiepiſcopi. 


Sed vitiis Sees, fluftu delebitur orbis, 
Ad Chaos antiquum ſpecies mundana recurrat, 
Inque ſuas redeant undarum pondera ſedes. 
Avida ſuccumbat Iymphis, rurſuſque ſeputtas 
Terrarum ſpecies informis contegat humor. 
Heæc clades homini, carnique hic terminus efta. 
Sic pater eternus diſponens fuvera rerum, 
Diluvium dextra terras vibrabat in amncs. 
Interea magua pontus ſe mole mouenda, 
In Chaos antiquum linqueus mundana redilat. 
Excel tandem proferre cacumina primum 
Incipiunt poſs quos par vi crebreſcere montes. 
At vero ut pelagus cinxerunt littora priſcum, 
Oceanuſque ſacer notas collettus in oras, 
Contentus ſolito labentia flumina tractu 
Sorbuit, & cunctis diſtriuxit frena fluentis, 
Torrenteſque ſue clauſerunt undique foſſæ : 
Libera ſubduftis nituit mox arida lymphis. 
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Polyglot. Tom. 3. p. 30. Interlineary Verſion. 
Job xiv. 19. Et vere mons cadens defluet; & ſax- 
um transferetur e loco ſuo. Lapides contuderant 
aquæ, inundabat, naſcentia ſponte ejus pulverem ter- 
re; & expeftationem hominis perdidiſti. Interp. 
| K 2 LXX. 


— 
<< A 


- — rr 3 
4 —_— 3 
* = — — — 
— - —— — — _ 
< - Th * 2 


68 J 

LXX. Lapides levigaverunt aque, & demerſerunt 

aguæ ſupina cumuli terre Interpr. Sebaſtiano 

Caſtalione. Cumque labefacti cadunt montes, & ru- 

pes ex ſuo loco tollantur, cum lapides exterat aqua, 
alluentibus ejus undis humum terre, tu ſpem hominis 
præcidiſti. 2 Eſdras viii. 23. Whoſe Look drieth 
up the Depths, and Indignation maketh the Moun- 
tains to melt away, which the Truth witneſſeth, 
Judith xvi. 18. For the Mountains fhall be moved 
from their Foundations with the Waters, the Rocks 
ſhall melt as Wax at thy Preſence. The Deſcrip- 
tions of the Diſſolution by ſeveral great and learn- 
ed Men are clear, and as expreſſive as they can 
be writ. An Angel could write it no plainer, if 
he fill'd a large Volume in Folio, than by ſaying 
the Earth: was. reduc'd to its firſt Elements, to 
Ceneſcus 3 nor any more of the Exuvie than that 
they were all buried in one Sepulchre. The Tranſ- 
lations of Job expreſs the Manner clearly, and 
fully; and thoſe from the Apocrypha want either 
to have no Tenſe, or the Tenſe corrected, to 
make them clear in our Language; and there are 
many more not cited, if right render'd, would 
be as clear. St. Peter, 2 Epiſt. c. iii. V. 3, 4, fy, 6 

foretold, that ſome would willingly be ignorant 
that this Diſſolution was perform'd by the Word 
of God; and they wanted to know what Men- 
ſtruum diſſolv'd Stone, c. Moſes has told them 
plain enough, that God ſuperſeded what they 
call Nature, and in what Manner the Earth was 

diſſolv'd 
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diſſolv'd to very ſmall, if not, the ſmalleſt Parts. 
Withdrawing or altering the Operation of his 
Spirit had been enough; alittle Motion or Force 
after that would diſſolve the Form, or Adheſion 
of thoſe ſmall Parts of the Earth : And indeed 
the Force in the Water above was very ſmall ; 
for the Coheſion of all the ſolid Parts of what 
was by Generation, Production, or Growth, was 
not diſſolved z many Trees, Plants, Bones, Shells, 
Sc. remain preſerv'd to this Day; ſo far from 
being diſſolved, that the common Accidents, 


which rot or diſſolve ſuch things, were that Year 


ſuſpended ; ſo that the moſt tender Tube, or Fi- 


bre of the moſt tender Leaf near the Surface, 
was not broke, or hurt. 7 


Ver. 24. And the Waters prevail'd up- 
on the Earth an hundred and fifty 
Days, 


What is meant by prevaild mention'd three 
times has not been explain'd. Would not one ſay 
Fire had prevail'd upon a Houſe, when it had diſ- 
folv'd the Parts, and ſcatter'd them into Smoak 
and Aſhes ? Jacob. Capell. Hiſt. ſacra & exot. 
p. 27. Sixtus Bibl. Sanctel. x. p. 762. Neue enim 
inquit credere par eſt Hebræos codices eſſe corruptos, 
quando is numerus conſentit cum 150 diebus, quibus 


terras labefattavit Diluvium, & Chaldaica Editis 
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idem atteſtatur. Alphonſi Toſtati Tom. 1. p. 7y. 
Gen. c. vii. Queſt. 10. Aqua & terra faciunt unam 
Spheram : tunc autem aqua occupavit magnam par- 
tem ſphæræ aeris, cum ſcilicet exceſſerit montes al- 
ſiſimos quindecim cubitis, ut infra patet; & fic dici- 
tur ſecundæ Petri capite tertio, quod cœli & terra 
erant tunc de aqua; id eſt, aqua invaſerat hinc to- 
tam terram, & magnam partem cœli, id eſt, aeris. 
His Deſcription of the Situation of things is true: 
but he wrongs St. Peter, who ſays, Et terram ex 
aqua & in aqua conſiſtentem, guamobrem is qui tum 
erat mundus aqua inundatus periit. And St. Peter 
will alſo be underſtood, if it appear there was 
Earth in the Water, and Earth out of the Wa- 
ter, and that both periſhed by Water. 


GEN. viii. 1. 


And God made a Wind to paſs over 
the Earth, and the Waters were al- 


. tw aged, 


.. Synophis Crit. Tom. 1. p. 100. Gen. viii. x. 
Vatablus: Adduxitque MI] Iuduxit, Pagnius 
Piſcator, Ainſworthius; Tranjfire fecit. Tirinus, 
Menochius, Lyra ſpiritum] 5. e. ventum validum 
& exficcamtem & urentem. Procopii Gazæi So- 
phiſtæ Comment. in Gen. p. 100. Quod ait. Yex- 
tg inducta guievit aqua, ne cui mirum videatur. Si- 

quidens 
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quidem jam a primordio creationis ſpiritus ſeu ventus 
ferebatur ſuper aqud. This could not be in Form 
of Wind upon the Earth; the Waters were up- 
on its Faces to a vaſt Height, and Wind blowing 
upon the Surface of the Waters, could not make 
them aſſwage; but would, in Proportion to the 
Degree it had moved with, move and enrage 
them. No, this is plain, God took off the Suſ- 
penſion, withdrew his Hand, and ſet the Spirit 
to work again, as it begun at the firſt Formation, 
into its old Courſe, and it ſtopp'd the Water 
from extending its Sphere, went on Step by Step, 
as Part is related, and we ſee the reſt. It opera- 
ted above and below, form'd the Earth into a 
Shell, made new Iulets for the Water, and Out- 
lets for the Air, carried down the Waters, 
brought up the Airs, form'd the Surface, dried 
it, Sc. To this Fob alludes, ch. xxxiv. V. 14, 15. 
If he ſet his Heart upon Man, if he gather unto 
himſelf bis Spirit and his Breath, all Fleſh ſhall pe- 
riſh together, and Man ſhall turn again unto Duſt. 
And David, Pſalm civ. 29, 30. Thou hideft thy 
Face, they are troubled : thou takeft away their 
Breath, they die and return to the Duſt. Thou ſend- 
eft forth thy Spirit, they are created : and thou re- 
ne weſt the Face of the Earth. The Separation of 
the Parts of the Earth out of the Water was 
fully deſcrib'd at the firſt Formation; the Agent, 
the Manner, the Situations of things, c. there 
was no Occaſion to deſcribe it here; that was 
8 well 


— 


3 TI. 1 
— — — — — 0 ; SS A J 


. IS „e 2 2 
— 1 ——— — — — — 0 - =- - 
= - : = 7 


— 
= 2 n — * 28 4 
——— a: — — — @ = — 


— 


2 
— » 
— 


- — * —— 
& 


OED ——— 


—_ - 
4 + I 


S 


— — * 5 * 
— — „ 


L172 ] 
well underſtood among the Jews, as appears by 
Expreſſions out of the Author of Liber Phaleg. 
cited at p. 31. and afterwards out of Bart. Bibl. 
Rabini, at p. 92. and by that out of Philo Judæ- 
us at p. 92. and it is fully deſcribed, that all Exu- 
vie were lodged in it: that needed neither Re- 
velation, nor needs any Diſcovery; they ſaw, and 
we ſee it. What was naturally implied, and ta- 
ken for granted at the Deſcent of the Waters, 
after the firſt Formation, is fully expreſs'd here. 
This Expreſſion has ſeveral Significations included 
in one; as the Spirit, or the Expanſion, the Acti- 
on of the Spirit had at the Beginning, by Conſe- 
quences : by its paſſing thro' the Waters, or Wa- 
ter, and Earth, it ſeparated the Earth, and for- 
med a Shell; by its paſſing thro' the Earth, or 
Shell, it form'd Fiſſures and Cracks through the 
Shell, and made way for the Parts below to aſ- 
cend : or God made, or led, or brought, or drew 
the Airs, which went down in Cataracts into that 
Place, or Congregation of Waters, here called 
Ruaſh, Spiritum, up out of the Abyſs to above, or 
over the Earth at laſt, in Form of Wind; and 
ſo, as it aſcended, made room for the Waters to 
deſcend z and this time (perhaps likewiſe the firſt 
Time) it ſeems, with a terrible Noiſe : As in 
Ainſworth's Annotations, p. 4. Gen. i. 9. Eccleſ. 
1. 17. At the Voice of thy Wunder they haſted away, 
And at P/al. civ. 7, 8, 9. At thy Rebuke they fled, 
at the Voice of thy Thunder they haſted away ; 
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They go up by the Mountains, they go down by the 
Valleys unto the Place thou haſt found for them ; 
Thou haſt ſet a Bound that they may not paſs over, 
nor turn again- to cover the Earth. Tho' no one 
has ſhew'd that Moſes mention'd the Reforma- 
tion, this is what is reveal'd of the Earth's com- 
ing together again, as it appears in thenext Verſe. 
If it had only been broken into large Fragments, 
or they had been disjointed, they would have 
been viſible ; if into ſmall ones, any larger than 
Sands, and they diſplaced, they would have been 
viſible in the Settlement, or new Compoſition z 
and it could not be as it is, without a Diſſolution, 
The Opinions of abundance of old Pagans have 
been produc'd, to ſhew that Moſes's Writings 
were not true; and abundance of Attempts, par- 
ticularly by ſome, to ſhew that the Exuviæ found 
in Stone came thither by other Means; and by 
others, to ſhew that they were not Exuvie, have 
been produc'd. I have hinted that they made it 
their Buſineſs to avoid the Knowledge of, or ridi- 
cule the Actions of the true God: Abundance of 
Reaſons have been offer'd to ſhew what lately in- 
duc'd Chriſtian People to doubt whether the Earth 
was difſoly'd, and ſettled again with Sea-Shells, &c. 
in it; and what put them upon eſpouſing thoſe 
Heathen Conjectures about thoſe Exuviæ; but the 
true one has not been aſſign'd; and that is, a- 
bundance of Demonſtration had been pretended 
to be given, for the Operations of Gravity, Cc. 
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upon things at a Diſtance ; the Aim of the Hy- 
potheſes of the Allies, fo much commended by 
our Undertaker, centring there : And none, no 
not one, for the Agents mention'd in Revelation; 
and ſo Gravity had got the better of Revelation. 
Bur ſtill every one could ſee, that the Settlement, 
and every Article of it, and in it, is directly con- 
trary to that Law; and no one durſt ever attempt 
to reconcile them, 'till lately an Undertaker, who 
had diſcover'd an Abyſs, a Cruſt, and a Diffolu- 
tion, or ſome of them; and conſequently, had a 
Right for a Number of Years, ſince twice ex- 
pired, to all Alterations, or Improyements, which 
he or others ſhould make in them, undertakes the 
greateſt Diſcovery that ever was undertaken: and 
as he was the firſt, he is likely to be the laſt that 
ever will undertake it; by the Law and Power 
of Gravity to put the Parts of it together again. 
Let us ſee ſuch another Champion for Revelation, 
who would do Moſes Juſtice, by ſhewing how he 
anſwer'd the Teſt. How ? what Teſt ? He 
makes Gravity the principal eſtabliſhed Agent; 
tho' he has given us no Copy of his Commiſſi- 
on; and tho?” I have ſeen Letters, which make 
me believe, if he carries this Point, there are ſome 
Thoughts of making Gravity independent. And 
then he will ſhew you whether rhat Being, whoſe 
Agent he makes Gravity, inſpir'd Moſes to give 
his Account of the Diſſolution, and Settlement, 
or Reformation; who would bring Moſes (whoſe 
ST Writings 
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Writings he underſtood perfectly well) to the 
ſaid Teſt, as a Hiſtorian who was ſuſpected of 
miſrepreſenting the Actions of the premier Agent, 
under whom he held, and with whoſe Actions he 
was very well acquainted, and ſo a proper Judge: 
And impartially, as he would any common Hiſto- 
rian; tho' the Caſe is not exactly parallel: for if 
a common Hiſtorian, or a common Undertaker, 
had done ſeveral things well, and but made one 
Trip, that would be pardonable; and he might 
be a great Man. But if Moſes has made one 
Trip, all the reſt is not worth a Farthing. Who 
that had made ſo many Obſervations, would have 
been perſuaded to have undertaken this End of 
the Task; but have let thoſe who took that at a 
Diſtance have taken this too? Who would have 
promis'd, tho* {xe die, to find out ſomething that 
could reſiſt the Force of Gravity, and ſtop the 
firſt ſpherical Stratum about an empty Abyſs? 
Nay, who wauld have aſſerted, for tis no more, 
that Gravity ſorted this Chaos generally, or as 
near as poſſibly .cauld be expected, in ſo great a 
Confuſion, into Strata of different Kinds, and of 
different Gravitics, and laid them in Order, ac- 
carding to Law z when every dirty impertinent 
Collier can ſhew you hard Stone at eighty or an 
hundred Fathom deep, above that a Seam of Coal, 
then above that, perhaps, twenty Fathom of 
Stone, ſorted into diſtinct Strata; then another 
Seam of Coal, then more Strata; then another 
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Seam of Coal, and ſo up; the Coals with ſcarce 
a Grain of Stone in them, and the Strata of 
Stone with ſcarce a Grain of Coal in them, and 
the diſtin or different Strata of Stone very ex- 
actly ſorted: The Leaves of Vegetables in each 
Stage found together in one Stratum, and ſo each 
Sort of Shells, Cc. And fo of Clay, Chiver, 
Slate, Sc. ſome of them in Strata almoſt as thin 
in each Part as this Paper? Nay, who, in ſo nice 
a Determination, would have aſſerted, that the 
Parts of Nodules in calm Water happen'd by 
chance to come together, and form them ? W hat, 
could not this be attributed to Gravity? What, 
could not our Premier ſupport a Lump of Metal, 
or Stone, which was to be of a Hundred or a 
Tun Weight in the Water, while it was form- 
ing, and bring the Parts out of the Chaos from 
above, and from below, and from every Side ? 
Was there ſome other Power we did not under- 
ſtand, or that we did not care to mention ? Or is 
Gravity only another Word for Chance ? Nay, 
who would, with theſe Bodies of Metal, or hea- 
vy Stone, hanging by Chance in the Water, to- 
gether with Shells full of Flint, c. and others 
empty, have undertaken to ſhew that Shells ſunk, 
and were ſorted, according to each of their re- 
ſpective Gravities; when vaſt Nodules of Flint 
and Shells with Flint in them, juſt near this po- 
pulous City, where there are abundance of inqui- 
ſitive Fellows, and ' tis ſuſpected ſome Free-Think- 
ers, 


1771 
ers, are found lodg'd among the light Shells in 
Strata of Chalk even to the Surface? Nay, who 
would have ventur'd ſo much as to have hinted, 
much leſs affirm'd, that by the Laws of Gravity 
the uppermoſt Cover, or what he calls vegetable 
Mould, was the uppermoſt Stratum, form'd by 
the laſt Sediment out of the Water, upon the 
Surface ; when every one, who treads upon the 
Ground, and can fee, may fee, that in many Pla- 
ces 'tis full of thoſe Nodules ; in many others, 
full of Fragments of Strata of Stone, ſome worn 
and rounded, and ſome angular, and in many Pla- 
ces contains both Nodules and Fragments; and 
ſome of thoſe over each Sort of $7rara, and par- 
ticularly over thoſe of Chalk? But becauſe much 
depends upon this, we muſt adjourn this ſupreme 
or outmoſt Stratum to the fifth Verſe, What 
Undertaker for Moſes's Writings would have ta- 
ken an Aſſertion from thoſe who had writ againſt 
them, though not with an Intent to be believed, 
but only to ſhew their Skill in Writing; and aſ- 
ſerted, with them, that the Shell when reform'd, 
was broke into Pieces by a Force within, alſo 
againſt Gravity, to let the Waters go down, 
form Mountains, Valleys, Sc. till it had been 
conſider'd and examin'd, when any one who can 
draw Lines, or frame Ideas of things he does not 
ſee, will find, that it is impoſſible that the bro- 
ken Parts of ſuch a Shell, even of but ten Miles 
thick, could have their Edges, ſome elevated, and 


ſome 
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ſome depreſs d to ſo great a Degree, as many Parts 
of the Surface of the Earth, now are, without 
falling into the Abyſs full only of Air; and if 
they could ſwim, without ſhewing the Gaps be- 
tween the Edges; and that it is alſo impoſſible 
that they could frame the regular Deſcents of the 
Surface, as they now are; and when every Mi- 
ner, who works under Gills, Dales, Sc. between 
Mountain and Mountain, knows the Strata are 
whole, and lie as they are ſettled, Cracks only 
excepted; and when any one may ſee many Ri- 
vers, in great Vales, run upon entire Strata, and 
on the Sea-Coaſts, &c. many other evident Diſ- 
proofs 2 Who would at random have laid down 
Poſitions in an Affair of ſuch Conſequence, as it 
ſeems, he knew that of Metals and Minerals to 
be, to miſlead all who would follow in the Pur- 
ſuit of them; to teach them to ſeek for Strata 
of Tin and Lead, and ſhew the Wiſdom of Pro- 
vidence that the Parts of them were not carried 
away, when there never were any ſuch Strata; 
to ſcarch for Metals in Fiſſures, made at their 
Difruption, and carried by the Help of Fire and 
Water into them, after the Waters went down; 
when *tis evident by the Shoads torn off the 
Tops of many Veins, and many other ways to 
vcular Demonſtration, that all the Fiſſures were 
made, and after that, all the Metal was lodg'd in 
them, before the time of their pretended Diſ- 
ruption, and before the Waters went off the 

Earth; 
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Earth; and that there was no Diſruption, nor no 
Motion of the Waters, to bring and lodge thoſe 
Metals there ſince? It would be tedious to the 
Reader to ſhew whence he might take his Noti- 
ons of Fire in the Earth, Water, Cc. as Val. 
Hen. Volgeri de rebus natur. p. 21. Yidelicet tum 
cepiſſe ſubterraneos ignes, & preterea ignem quen- 
dam tum aque tum etiam terre efſe inditum; licet 
magis illius vis fit inhibita, quam in illis ignibus 
ſubterraneis, quorum calor vel flammens eſt, vel 
alias nimis manifeſto ſenſus ferit. Of Vapours 
from the Abyſs for Rain, Springs, Fc. as Magn. 
Bibl. vet. Patr. Tom. 4. p. 658. Cæſarii V. C. 
Dial. 1. or the various Cauſes aſſign'd for Earth- 
quakes, c. or to ſhew how ſtrangely he has 
placed them, or coupled them together, or how 
his Deductions differ both from the Authors, and 
from Facts. Whether he purſued his Inſtructi- 
ons, and whether there was ſome regular Deſign 
in all this Confuſion, or he did thele and all the 
reſt out of his own Head, I know not: it was 
before my time. But it was well for Moſes that 
Judgment was reſpited 'till our Undertaker per- 
form all his Promiſes. 

Next, under Pretence of making a Deſence 
for one thing, which he tranſlated, and was true, 
and needed no defending; and for many other 
things, which were impoſſible to be defended, 
or meddled with, without making them worſe, 
and of laſhing a poor Gentleman, who had only 
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ſeen things, did not ſquare with Gravity, and 
quoted from {ome others who were under the 
ſame Difficulty; He takes an Opportunity to tell 
you what impeded his great Work, and the Com- 
pletion of all his great Promiſes. But there were 
other greater Impediments not mention'd : Shells 
were to be Evidence of the Diſſolution 3 but 
here wanted ſome other Evidence to prove how 
the Strata, and the Bodics in them, were put to- 
gether again : theſe things were not to be had 
for tranſlating ; a vaſt Collection of all other Bo- 
dies were made, not for a Rarce-ſhew ; and a 
vaſt Collection of Obſervations were made, not 
to ſupport Miſtakes, but upon other Conditions. 
But they unluckily, tho' they were twined and 
bended as much as poſlible, diſproved every Ar- 
ticle he had advanced. He had begun wrong 
(which is many a Man's Caſe) would not go back- 
ward, ſo could not go forward; ſo they were 
committed cloſe Priſoners for Life, except there 
come a general Goal-Delivery. You are to un- 
derſtand, that I have not thought proper to in- 
ſert Names, and Pages, and cite the very Words 
of our Undertaker; becauſe he left out all thoſe 
he ſhould have quoted, and in his whole Book 
did but quote one Author in his own Words, 
who ſhould only have been ſlightingly cenſur'd; 
becauſe he could not expect to be believed, and 
becauſe he needed no diſproving: And becauſe I 
have quoted many antient ones in their own 

Words, 
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Words, I have not room for mangled Copies ;; 
this way of ſhort Writing will not allow ir. 
And becauſe theſe few Lines may come into 
Hands, who perhaps may never be able to find 
there were any ſuch Books writ ; and I am very 
conciſe here, about the other Matters, becauſe 
theſe Lines will come into the Hands of ſome, 
to whom the Knowledge of them would be of 
no Uſe; and you are to underſtand that ſome of 
theſe explanatory Declarations and Threats, at 
the times they are introduc'd, were only mental 
and mention'd becauſe all deſigning Men reſolve 
before they act; and ſome brag What they will 
do; and becauſe the ſtrongeſt Evidence of ſome 
Men's Minds or Intentions are prov'd by Actions, 
which have come to pals afterwards z therefore 
*till he pleaſe to tell us what induc'd him to do 
what he has done, which he has not ſo much as 
hinted in Writing at the reſpective Places; tho' 
the Reaſons for each may be gather'd from the 
whole: And becauſe I durſt not introduce one 
doing ſuch Acts, without aſſigning a Cauſe, that 
we may have no Diſpute about Words, I'll ſup- 
pole, he only dreamed thus, or that I make thele 
Apologies for him. After he had given the Gen- 
tleman a Cur or two, and told him what Nations 
he had conquer'd ; “ Sir, do you diſpute my Ju- 
& riſdiction in theſe Affairs? I'll deter the reſt 
« by the Example I'll make of you: I'll treat 
you ſo about denying that which is true, that I'll 
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ſtop your Mouth about the Laws of Gravity 
with ſuch Demonſtrations, as are uſually given 
in that Caſe; that may be heard, but that nei- 
ther you, nor I, can either ſee, feel, or un- 
derſtand; and make that paſs with a Banter 
or two, and make them and you ſwallow any 
thing. I have as much Right to determine 
theſe things as I have to diſpoſe of the ſaid 
Collection and Obſervations by Will, and leave 
them in Favour of Heathens, or Believers z 
and by Codicil or new Will to change at Plea- 
ſure. To ſhew my Power, there is an old 
Story of a Chaos and Formation, which I 
have over and over allow'd ; and of ſomething 


which I'm ſure J cannot, and perhaps No-body 


can tell what, that put the Earth together at 
firſt, divided the Waters, &c. I have conſi- 
der'd, if this ſubſiſt, my Diſcovery of the Diſ- 
ſolution is nothing bur ſatu quo. And if ever 
that Agent be diſcover'd, of which J have re- 
ceiv'd many Obſervations, which give very 
broad Hints, it may demoliſh Gravity; and 
that if the Parts of the Earth were once put 
together by an Agent, withdrawing or altering 
the Actions of that Agent would be ſufficient 
to diſſolve it, without my inventing Means; 


fo to prove Moſes's Writings, tho' tis true, all 


Men, even the Heathens, had allow'd this 
Chaos, and had puzzled their Brains how to 
get it put together, without the Help of 
&« Moſes's 
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4 Moſes's God, and his Revelation; I, by my 
« Nod, and as uſual, that J will at Gow time 
& add more fully; for the preſent, 'till I ſce how 
ec Matters go, ftrike off that knotty Part of the 
« Hiſtory, and of the firſt Formation; and I 
% make it a Fiction of the Heathens : and all 
who have mention'd thoſe Actions, idle Dream. 
<< ers. And if any one oppoſe this Decree, and 
offer to make ill Uſes of thoſe Texts, I'll employ 
cc our greateſt Hand to blaſt thoſe dangerous Te- 
cc nets in the Bud; and all our Allies to undermine 
the Perſon, who ſhall preſume to broach them 
e by all prafticable Ways and Means ſecretly, 
ce or cruſh him openly ; and where they fail, I'll 
do what I can. I did, to introduce my ſelf, 
& and to get this Poſt, talk ſomething of Ob- 
& ſervations being the only ſure Grounds (with- 
& out any Regard had to Revelation) and tho 
& I have ſince been ſufficiently convinc'd, that 
&« any one Obſervation, fairly made, will deſtroy 
& one or other of the chief Branches I have ad- 
cc yanc'd, I muſt bring them in, though 'tis to 
“ prove other things which need no proving : I 
cc cannot forbear; I'll ſhew you how I can uſe 
ce that Body call'd Ludus Helmontii, the only Bo- 
« dy in that vaſt Collection, which ever was, or 
& ever ſhall be deſcrib'd z and which would have 
“ been playing Tricks with me, and offering o- 
& cular Demonſtration, that my Syſtem of the 
“Formation of Nodules, of the Diſruption, of 
M 2 the 
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the Formation of Metals, &c. was not true z 
and that thoſe Actions were not perform'd by 
Gravity, nor Exploſion, nor Fire, nor by any 
of my Agents, nor at any of my times. "Tis 
true, it ſurpriſed me ſo, that I in a Fit of Va- 
pours, when I thought I was going to die, 
writ under that I deſcrib'd it, and would have 


done ſo to all the reſt, if I had liv'd; though 


'tis alſo true, I never dream'd of it, and that 
was done by another in deſpight of all I could 
do to diſprove it; and as I am come to myſelf 
again, I deny all Deductions, and I'll make it 
prove that Shells were in the Strata, and in 
Nodules before they were broken. I pretend 
to underſtand Hieroglyphicks, and to diſcover 
all my Secrets there, and I have endeavour'd 
to turn all Eyes that way; and the Fools ſought 
for them there : no, there are ſome to our Sor- 
row underſtand them better than us. We have 
agreed to ſtile thoſe, I had my Riſe from, a 

Parcel of dull, ignorant, dolt-headed Fellows 


and it takes; ſo I am ſure, no body will ever 


ſearch among them, to detect me. Do not 
tell me of your foul Draughts of Obſervations; 


% know, I alter'd them with my own Hand; 


te 
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ſo, that if they were produced, they can as 
me no Hurt. T'll take this Opportunity to clap 
in every twenty Sheets in two or three Lines, 
and make them mine. I'll apply them, tho” to 


* no Purpoſe, ſo as they'll do no Hurt, though 


6 that 
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© that is difficult. And ſo, as I hope, though L 
have the fair Draughts, every body will believe 
I had forgotten them: and thole I cannot uſe 
“ my ſelf I'll diſpoſe of to others. I'll give you 
one other Inſtance of my Power and Skill in 
* managing the Evidence, upon which I found 
„ my Decree, by and by; you are not to expect 
* that I ſhould deſcend to Particulars, or conſi- 
& der any thing about Conſequences : You are 
& to wait for my great Work.” But to return 
to the Text. | 0 


* 


Ver. 2. The Wuntzi alſo of the 
Deep and the Windows of Hea- 
ven were ſtopp'd, and the Rain from 
Heaven was reſtrain d. 


As Moſes had at Chap. vii. V. 11. ſhew'd the 


Means and the Manner of the Diſſolution of the 
Earth, that the Shell was taken aſunder by the 
breaking up of the Fountains of the great Deep, 
and opening the Windows, or Paſſages of the 
Airs; He here, by oppoſite Words, tells you, 
that the Shell was reform'd 3 that there was nei- 
ther Breach, nor Crack in it; and this, as has 
been kinced, could not be done with broken Pie- 
ces; then there would have been Chaſms be- 
tween them, both for Waters and Airs to have 
pass d. This was form'd of Atoms made cloſe; 
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and it was now, as it was at firſt; when the Was 
ters were divided. Indeed, when all the Wa- 
ters which roſe were up, and all the Airs which 
deſcended were down, the Courſes of the Wa- 
ters up, and of the Airs down, were ſtopp'd ; 
though the Paſſages were open: and when the 
Earth was diſſolv'd, all was open; there was no- 
thing to interrupt, though nothing paſs'd either 
way: But now the ſolid Shell ſtopp'd every thing 
m Form of Air or Water, while it was whole, 
or without Cracks, from paſſing either way; not 
only the Waters and the Airs, but Vapours for 
Rain. But this continued fo not long, as will 
appear by the next Verſe. There were Apertures 
made for the Airs to aſcend, and for the Waters 
to deſcend ; and that which carried them down, 
keeps them there; for tho' the Shell, or Sphere 
of Earth apparently bounds the Waters; yet ' tis 
not that which keeps them within thoſe Bounds z 
which is ſo often mention'd in Scripture, and in 
| the laſt Verſe of the laſt Quotation, Pſal. civ. 9. 
Terminum poſuiſti quem non preteribunt, nec rever- 
tentur ut operiant terram. The Sides of the Shell 
are no more but the Marks of the Boundary the 
Paſſages are now open, but there is a Power 
which keeps thoſe Waters down. 


Ver. 3. 
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Ver. 3. And the Waters return'd from 
off the Farth continually, 


Synopſis Crit. Tom. 1. p. 100. Gen. viii. 3. 
Bonfrerius. Fluentes & refluentes huc illuc vento 
agitatæ. Hieron. Op. Tom. 3. p. 205. Queſt. 
five Trad. Hebraicæ. Nota, ſecundum Eccleſiaſten 
guod omnes aque atque torrentes per occultas venas 
ad matricem Abyſſum revertantur. This is nothing 
but going downward to the Place from whence 
they came, which was alſo returning z or, as we 
ſay, going back again. But this ſufficiently im- 
plies, that there was ſomething done ſince the 
Deſcription in the laſt Verſe. There the Paſſages 
were ſtopp'd, here they are open'd ; as he had 
attributed the Flood to the Courſe of the Wa- 
ters and Airs being turn'd, here was a Neceſſity 
to expreſs in this Manner the returning of the 
Airs and Waters, each to their former Spheres or 
Places: The Spouts of Waters and Falls of Airs 
were turn'd, or return'd the contrary way; as, 
in the firſt Verſe, the Airs were to riſe, fo in 
this, the Waters went down; and now they 
were Springs, or Spouts, or Fountains of Airs, 
and Cataracts, or Falls of Waters. 
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Ver. 5. And the Waters decreas'd con- 
tinually. 


| Synopſis Crit. Tom. 1. p. 101. Glaſſius. Eun- 
tes & deficientes. Parts ſucceſſively going down, 
and thereby the Remainder ſucceſſively ſettling, 
or becoming ſhallower: No Account of any that 
went to, or return'd to above the Heavens, or 
to the Clouds, or were metamorphoſed into Air: 
for the Means to raiſe Rain, much leſs vaſt Quan- 


tities of Water, were reſtrain'd. The Waters 


in their going down acted in the ſame Manner as 
they did at the firſt Formation: They form'd 
the Surface of the Earth (if one might uſe ſuch 


an Expreſſion without Offence) for their own 


Uſe; and in doing that form'd it for our Uſe ; 
and ſwept all they tore out, all the reſt, down 
to the preſent Surface, except ſome ſmall Scat- 
terings of the laſt, down with them into the 
Abyſs. You are to obſerve, that our Undertaker 
ſers forth, that the whole End of the Flood, be- 
ſides deſtroying the People, Sc. which he allows 
might have been done without it, was to impo- 
veriſh the preſent Earth, by ſettling and leaving 
leſs vegetable Mould on the Surface of this ſecond 
Earth, than ſettled and was left upon the Surface 
of the firſt. Could any one but he have drawn 
ſo many ſolid Concluſions from ſuch looſe Pre- 


miſſes? 


f 
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miſſes ? Was all the Plenty of the firſt World, 
and all the Suſtenance of the Creatures on this 
Earth, to depend each upon a Stratum of looſe 
Mould upon the Surface of the Shell, or Strata 
of Stone, and under an Abyſs of Waters, which 
were to hurry down as ſoon as they got Vent ? 
Where was our Premier, Gravity, when the 
Waters went off the firſt time? If he did not 
act very gently upon thoſe Waters, three Quarters 
of our Book is gone, and nothing that is ours is 
left; no, not even Fire and Smoak. Our Un- 
dertaker has preſum'd very much upon the good 


Nature of his Readers, when he aſſerted that 
the Fragments, Nodules, and Mould, were the 


laſt Sediment from Water, and by Conlqueiice 
ſtaid here, when the Waters went off the ſecond 
time: But ſuppoſe him, when he was ſet right, 
and laſhing the Defaulter in his explanatory Decree. 


e Sir, tho' I have been ſhew'd, and have Copies 


« of vaſt Numbers of Demonſtrations, that the 
« Water in going down tore off, and carried 
« with it all above, and form'd this preſent 
« Surface, without any Diſruption of the Shell; 

ce and that there neither was, nor is any Place 
« where Vegetable Mould could ſtay where 
« it firſt ſettled ; I will be underſtood of that 
% Mould, which the Waters at their going off 
« did not remove from where it firſt ſettled. 
« You know no more of the Surface than I did. 


& You take Rubble for Strata; I will, to make 


N my 
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my Claim, ſhew you, that in many Places the 
Force of the Water at going down threw 
things, as the Force of Water would, without 
Reaſon or Order; ſo that ſome Places were 
cover'd with Stones, Gravel, and Sand ; ſome 
naked, c. and that the uppermoſt Strata 
were taken away. —— And, Sir, to prove that 
the Shells did not come into the Strata thro? 
Fiſſures, I ſhew there never was a Shell found 
in a Fiſſure : tho' I know that was ſhew'd me 
to prove, and does prove, that Fiſſures were not 
made when, nor as thoſe I had the Diſruption 
from, dream'd for if they had, moſt of them 
would have been found full of Shells, and of 
vegetable Mould, if there was any ſettled on 
the Surface; or, at leaſt, full of Nodules, 
Fragments, and Rubbiſh, and the reſt of them 
empty. Bur, Sir, do not think, tho' I make 
theſe Conceſſions to ſcourge you, and fecure 
the Diſcoveries, c. that I intend to renounce 
the Credit I have got by diſcovering the Dif- 
ference between the old and preſent Earth, and 
in many other things; no, if ever I be ſafe in 
one Point, I'll tear off this explanatory Part 
of my Decree ; eraſe, interline, &c. my firſt 
Decree, and republiſh it for my firſt and laſt. 
Burt to be plain with you, Sir, you do not 
treat me like a Gentleman- Undertaker ; you 
are not pleaſed with what I have given you, you 
diſpute whether 'tis true, or not; you ſee o- 
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thers are ſo civil as not to mind that: You 
raiſe Doubts, which will ſpoil the Trade of 
Undertaking ; and you dun me for voluntary 
Debts, which are not due 'till I pleaſe to pay. 
You ſee, I have very good Credit; but I have 
run a great Riſque in borrowing, both of 
Friends and Foes to ſtop your Mouths ; and 
now you have all I could coin, borrow, or — 
If you bring on my Creditors, you get no- 


thing; therefore do not teaze me any more; 


if you do, I'll not anſwer your Letters: For 
I have nothing left but my Rarec-ſhew ; as 


“ ſoon as I can get any thing any way, I'll not 


cc 
cc 


conceal it : you ſhall immediately have it. If 
you expect full Payment, you mult have a great 


deal of Patience; and if I die, you and they 


cc 


may call upon my Executors. All 1 have bor- 
row'd of may take their own again ; and all, 
who are Creditors by my Promiſes, may take 
my Shells. You know they paſs for Value 
among ſuch as expected any thing from me; 
and I ſhall leave ſufficient to pay them all. But 
rather than they ſhould be diſpers'd, my great 


% Labours, Studies and Services forgotten, or 


cc 
cc 


my Premier ſhould want an Advocate, I'll ſet- 
tle my Eſtate to employ Men to the End of 


& the World, if that will do, to be always per- 


cc 


forming my Promiſes. ” But once more to re- 


rurn. 


Ver. 13. 
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Ver. 13. And behold the Face of the 
Ground was dry. 


The Tranſlators make Moſes contradict himſelf 
ſeveral times in this Chapter : thoſe minuter Ac- 
cidents will be more eaſily explain'd, when the 
Accidents and Situations of the things are parti- 
cularly ſtated. Joh. Marianæ Scholia in Geneſin 
attempts to explain one; Exſiccata eſſet ſuperſicies 
terre ; non exſiccata erat, id enim proximo menſe 
accidit, ſed concreta in lutum; ut Hebræus quidem 
explicat. Bartolog. Biblioth. Rabini, Vol. 2. p- 
440. R. Solom. In menſe ſecundo in die 27. qua 
arefacta eſt terra, fuit in menſe Marcheſcvan Octo- 
bri, anni inſequentis, & in Tiſcri, Septembri ante- 
cedentis, ſiccatæ ſunt aquæ ſuper terram nam ter- 
ra effefta fuerat cruſtarum inſtar, neque exſiccata 
eft per fette. Philo Judzi per Sigiſmond Galeni- 
um, & al. p. 663. Poſlquam nova terra emerſit 
qealis olim recens creata fuerit. Polyglot. Tom. 3. 
Ifai. Ixvi. 22. Quia ficut celi novi & terra nova, 
gue ego facio flare coram me, dicit Dominus fic 
ſtabit ſemen veſtrum, & nomen veſtrum. The old 
Earth was deſtroy'd for the Wickedneſs of its 
Inhabitants, and new made; and the Heaven, or 
Part of the Airs, was carried down into the 
Abyſs, and return'd, and fo new made; and if 
there was to be Righteouſacſs under the Goſpel 

Diſpen- 


1 
Diſpenſation, this preſent Heaven and Earth, by 
way of Diſtinction, literally and allegorically 
ought to be call'd new Heaven, and new Earth. 

The primitive Chriſtians had Helps, which *tis 
likely are not preſerv'd, and ſeveral of them have 
handed theſe Facts clearly down to us; and tho” 
they had the Goſpel to eſtabliſh, and few of them 
had either Peace or Reſt to purſue Studies of Na- 
ture; yet it ſeems either a Jew, or one of Them, 
had writ a Book to confirm Moſes by theſe Exu- 
vie, and they were produced in Evidence to thoſe 
who doubted. When their Followers in later times 
fell into Errors and Ignorance, Laymen were not 
allow'd to treat of natural things contain'd in the 
Scriptures. It was then accounted as pernicious 
as Witchcraft to look into Nature, becauſe they 
could not make natural things comport with 
Scripture. And notwithſtanding their Ignorance, 
they had ſo much Regard to Religion, as not to 
let juggling Philoſophers make a Banter of Reve- 
lation. Our Language at the Receipt of Chriſti- 
anity, and even at the Reformation, (the Scrip- 
ture having been kept in another Tongue) was a 
Mixture, adapted to the Notions of many Hea- 
then Countries, hard to be adapted to the Chri- 
ſtian Religion; and, if poſſible, more ſo, to the 
Works of God, or Nature. Heaven or the Airs 
were a God, or at leaſt were the Reſidence of 
their Gods, the Sun, Moon, Cc. and fo the Mo- 
derns have made it the Reſidence of the true 


God. 
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God. Our Tranſlators ought to have great Al- 
lowances 3 they were juſt emerg'd out of 4 vaſt 
Abyſs of Darkneſs and Ignorance z they had a 
great Work upon their Hands to reform Divi- 
nity, or the Chriſtian Religion. The new Teſta- 
ment was what they ſet their Hearts chiefly upon. 
They had very little Light, and few Helps in our 
own Tongue; and had no over-abundant Know- 
ledge of the Hebrew Language. What Helps 
they had, were abour Chriſtianity, and ſcarce any 
about the Nature, or Actions of Matter. And 
they who did notunderſtand the things, nor their 
Actions, could not poſſibly tranſlate them. They 
durſt not put in many of the Words which the 
Hebrew implied in the Text, becauſe they could 
not reconcile them to their Conceptions of Things 
and Accidents, but put them in the Margin; and 
Laymen, who perhaps might have more Oppor- 
tunity to obſerve, were not included or aſſiſting. 
And all the Collections of the Sentiments of Ex- 
poſitors upon the ſacred Phyſicks that I have ſeen, 
which have been made here ſince, have been out 
of ſuch Books as do not directly contradict our 
Tranſlations. Whether the reſt, which ſpeak 
plain Truth, have been rejected in Complaiſance 
to our Tranſlators, or becauſe their Authors had 
erred in Points of Religion, I am not certain; 
bur I ſuſpect for either. Chriſtianity is now re- 
form'd, and I, with Submiſſion, think, tis time 
to reform the Laws of Nature, which ſtand like 

| fo 
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ſo many Miſtakes of the Divine Penmen; be- 
cauſe it may be eaſily inferr'd, if the divine Pen- 
men were miſtaken in natural things, they might 
be ſo in ſpiritual things. 

Our Undertaker, at his firſt ſetting forward, 
ſays, he had a Treatiſe concerning the Structure 
and Uſe of the Parts of Animals; I ſuppoſe, be- 
cauſe he tells us not where he had it, that it was 
of his own diſcoyering ; ſo at once ſecur'd both 
the great and the little World. He tells you 
fince, his Aﬀairs would not permit him to publiſh 
it; but there was another Reaſon ; when he 
came to employ Gravity to make thoſe Parts 
move, they fell headlong, and there they have 
lain buried ever ſince. However, ſome Years a- 
go, he ſaw there was ſomebody who knew ſome- 
thing of that Matter ; and he wanted only as 
much as would make his Carcaſe move. If he 
had ever fo ſmall a Hint, he would make Gravity 
do it as well as it could, among ſuch a Number 
of Parts. He was told, that Perſon was not ſo 
ambitious of being an Undertaker ; that was in- 
rended for a poſthumous Work, or Legacy ; he 
had a Deſire to be quiet. That would not do. 
It would be of vaſt Benefit to Mankind, that he 
ſhould have the handing of it out ; for he had a 
mighty good Hand at dreſſing up other People's 
Products; and aſſur'd, he would not ſo much as 
name the Perſon. And I think, one might have 


truſted him; for you know very well, he never 
did 
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did it upon ſuch Occaſions: Tho? in other things, 
if you did but deliver a Meſſage for him, do 
what you could, he would ſet you down in Print 
for his Footman. All Hands were employ'd, and, 
to avoid Importunity, that Perſon was forc'd to 
ſhew him Part of another Sketch, which was 
drawn up for a particular Occaſion z and the 
Powers couch'd under Cover, to avoid its being 
tranſlated, and to prevent a Hurricane; as that 
Perſon has always done, in ſpeaking, or writing 
about ſuch things, ever ſince he underſtood the 
Intentions of our Undertaker. But it was plain 
enough to. ſhew, that Gravity had no Hand in 
Motion, and that all the Undertaker's Schemes 
were Dreams : And I remember, for I had the 
Honour to be preſent, it began with this modeſt 
Expreſſion ; Me know nothing of the Manner of the 
Formation of the Antediluvian Earth by Revelation, 
but that, Sc. Tho” the reſt ruffled our Undertaker 
more than a little, yet he thought he had this 
Comfort, that he was out of Danger in the 
main Point; the Agent that was to demoliſh Gra- 
vity, was not produc'd, and the Perſon declared 
himſelf ignorant of it. Now, to ſhew you 
that I fear nothing, I have ſeen a Sketch of 
ce that I ſo much fear'd : I ſee that Perſon keeps 
« his Reſolution, that he would never publiſh 
< any thing plainly while he lives. Tho' J ſee 
& there is not a Word that's mine is true, yet 
his is drawn up in dark Terms; he is afraid of 


“ our 
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& our Power, afraid to enter the Lifts with me, 
« and my Allies; he is almoſt come over to us; 
« Fil make a few Alterations; and immediately 
<« re=exetnre my firſt Dectte. I'll ſtand to every 
* thing I ſaid at firſt.” I paſs for Moſes's Friend. 
« can do what I will with him, and I'M retail 
&« gut this Sketch which I have ſeen. But un- 


lackily there was Witneſs; and, what was ſtill 


wotſe, they would not piece. However it had 
this good Effect, it made him perform one Pro- 
miſe. He vampt up; and re- exeruted his firſt 
Dectet; wherein he has repeated all his Promiſes; 
left Gravity in his Poſt ſtill Premier; and the (ole 
Diſpofer of the Settlementg without füpplying 
the fnain Defccts and Omnifflons; which he has 
eonfeſs'd there wete in N; and if I underſtand 
any thing of the Law about Decrees, has revok'd 


his explanatory Ordet ; and ſo white this Deerce 


ſtands, People are at Liberty to ſay there was a 
Chaos, and & Formation at firſt. Indeed, before 
dur Undeftaker did this, he was told in very plain 
Terms, that if he wert on to treat Mo/es fo, and 
impoſe upon Mankind in theſe weighty Matters, 
ir would force Somebody to break their Reſo- 
lutions; but That having been a little ſuſpended, 
and there being a latent Promiſe that at his firſt 
Leiſure he would, and being inform'd by a Doc- 
tor of Divinity, that he is going to tranſlate and 
re-execute his explanatory Order, for the Benefit 
of rlivſe who never heard that what all Men, 

O nay 
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nay all the Prophets, took for Mo/es's Hiſtory of 
the Chaos, and of the Formation, is from the 
Heathens; and, no doubt, intends to add ſome 
farther Diſcoveries. If he ſhould have Inſtructi- 
on to ſum up the Evidence, and paſs Judgment 
how well the Settlement has anſwer'd Gravity, 
it will appear, the Diſſolution and the ſecond 
Formation were another Fiction of the Heathens. 
Therefore while one has Liberty, I have put in 
theſe few Hints in Behalf of Moſes, to prevent 
farther Attempts. Indeed theſe few Texts admit 
of many other Remarks worthy notice; beſides 
natural and other Evidence, if they needed any 
which, if I am capable of, I have not-time to in- 
ſert now; and I hate Promiſes. I have been oft- 
en told by our Undertaker, that Nobody now 
would read any thing that was plain and true; 
that was accounted dull Work, except one 
mix'd ſomething of the ſublime, prodigious, 
monſtraus, or incredible; and then they would 
read the one for the Sake of the other. You 
know one cannot flouriſh ſo, when one is bound 
to the Words of difficult Texts, as when one 
copies or writes a Romance; ſo, rather than not 
be read, I have put in a proportionable Little of 
the Monſtrous. If any thing be found fault 
with, it is poſſible I may explain and add; bur 
to bring the Mattei to a ſhort Iſſue; as long as 
Gravity ſtands, cannot be explain'd. So, 
af hell ſhew, once in a Month, how by any 


Law 
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Law before this mention'd, the heavy Nodules 
and light Shells could both ſettle out of the Was 
ter, and lodge together near the Surface of the 
Strata of Chalk, that being neareſt, and they 
fix d, and fo the Fact not to be diſputed, I'll re- 
nounce the Underſtanding of Moſes's Syſtem; pro- 
yided, if he do not, he will renounce his, and 
take that dead Weight off Moſes, and leave him 
as he found him. I pitch upon this rather than 
another, that Gravity may have Company, and 
be knock'd o'the Head like a Dog, as that uncir- 
cumciſed armed Wight, who defied the Armies 
of the living God, was, in a ruſtick Manner, by 
a naked Youth with a Nodule. And if Gravity, 
or Properties in Matter once fall, there cannot an 
Arheiſt ſtand. I am not for plowing with an Ox 
and an Aſs together, Part of Revelation, and Parr 


of Atheiſm z I find they will not join any more 


than his Fire and Water. I have attempted, tho” 
unworthy, to revive the Knowledge of the re- 
veal'd Powers, which, doubt not, will anſwer 
all the Teſts in view: Every one is ſtill at Liberty 
to take Which they pleaſe: Thoſe who believe 
the Scriptures, of whatever Church, will be glad 
to have them made intelligible: and thoſe who 
believe them not, as well as thoſe who believe, 
will be glad to have the Affairs within Ground ſo 
deſcribed, that their Purſuits there may be under 
ſome certain Rules, tho' it be done by a Believer. 


it 


— — — — — 


3 


hs 


. 


r 
* 


ry 


7 


"0 
** 1 4 
- "> - 
-» 


8 


* 


rr 


* 


— — 
— 


* - 
A 
Sy 
| I . 
F *.” 
4 P># „ 1 


* 
2 
g 


- 
* LY 
75 44 

= 

\ * 


* Cy 
8 % 
- 
A 
3 
Fi 


©. 


Lee 
I chere be any Hint, in any Bbok, of what 
gacvance, which bas not chme t my Sight, I 
1 che Auther's Pardon for being ignorant of it; 


and will, upon producing, acknowledge, in any 


fit. Manner, what he has aſſerted thertin. My 
chief Reading in theſe Affairs his been where 
byery, Leaf is a Hemiſphete, every Lihe a Vale, 
arid every Point a Mountain: And I remember 


that excellent Advicr, ' 20i#edp one's. Hand) from 
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